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Elisabeth Anziano Named NYS Art Educator of the Year
Hauppauge School District is honored to announce that Bretton Woods and Pines Elementary
School Teacher Elisabeth Anziano was named the 2016 New York State Art Educator of the Year
from Region 10. Elisabeth received a special award and recognition at the New York State Art
Teachers Association (NYSATA) 68th annual conference that was held in Albany in November.
Reflecting on Elisabeth’s journey to teaching art is to understand that her muse is the love of art
history and the joy of sharing this through teaching. When she received a B.F.A. in the History
of Art at Ohio State University, Elisabeth did not imagine sharing her knowledge with future
generations. She was encouraged to pursue teaching art later in her career while working at the
Islip Art Museum. Elisabeth discovered happiness and fulfillment from her passion for art and
education while earning a M.A. degree in teaching at Dowling College. She believes that “art
doesn’t just imitate life – it IS Life! Helping students discover this was the joy of both.” As an
educator, Elisabeth’s goal is “to reveal the inner DaVinci in every student and to witness their joy
in creating.”
“After having had the opportunity and pleasure to visit Elisabeth’s classroom and watch her interact with students, I am not surprised to
learn of her special recognition,” stated Superintendent of Schools Dr. Dennis O’Hara. “She is most deserving, and we are most fortunate
to have Elisabeth teaching our students.”

Kicks for Cancer Raised $35K – Most Money Ever!
The Hauppauge School District community raised more than
$35,000 this fall through the 9th Annual Kicks for Cancer event
in honor of Courtney Tomkin – a former Hauppauge High
School student and soccer player who lost her valiant battle
against brain cancer in 2008. It was the largest amount raised
since the event’s launch!
The fundraiser included donations, raffles and clothing sales and
coincided with Boys and Girls Varsity Soccer games against Deer
Park and Bellport High Schools, respectively. Kicks for Cancer
has raised more than $235,000 over the years for charities such
as the Making Headway Foundation, the American Cancer
Society, the Make-A-Wish Foundation, the American Lung
Association and the Courtney Tomkin Scholarship Fund.
“Our community continues to amaze us! Despite the less than perfect weather conditions this year, we still had a tremendous turnout.
We are fortunate that this community, after nine years, has stood behind what we do for Kicks for Cancer,” stated Jesseca Kulesa,
Hauppauge’s Girls Varsity Soccer coach and Kicks for Cancer coordinator.

To Our Community....
Happy New Year...enjoy all of life’s best in 2017 and beyond!
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Theatre Students Tackle Hate and Discrimination in The Laramie Project
and Stage the Change
The High School Fine and Performing Arts Department’s extraordinary talents reverberated on
stage in a powerful production of The Laramie Project. The play recounts the horror that took
place outside of Laramie, Wyoming, when 21-year-old University of Wyoming student Matthew
Shepard was tied to a fence post, severely beaten, robbed, tortured and left to die. His body –
battered, bloody, barely clinging to life – was discovered 18 hours later. He was rushed to the
hospital and put on life support. He died five days later. The reason for this brutal crime?
Matthew Shepard was gay.
“With its complex subject matter and more than 60 characters portrayed, The Laramie Project
was a massive undertaking,” described Theatre Teacher Ruthie Pincus. “Our theatre students
eloquently told the tragic story of Matthew Shepard and masterfully handled such important
issues as hate and discrimination with understanding, grace and beauty. I could not be prouder
of them all!”
Hauppauge’s Theatre Department is no stranger to massive undertakings as evidenced by the
approximately 620 students, high school and college educators, Broadway professionals and
others who attended the Hauppauge High School sponsored 4th Annual Stage the Change: Theatre as a Social Voice Conference. Held in November
at the Tilles Center for the Performing Arts in Brookville, New York, Stage the Change featured three winning juried student group performances
(one of which was The Feminist Club by Hauppauge High School IB Theatre students); participation in two classes preselected from an
impressive roster of 32 workshops/panel discussions taught by college professors and/or Broadway, theatre and dance professionals; and a
special performance and Q&A with Tony Award-Winning Composer Jeanine Tesori.

A m a z i n g A ch i e v e m e n t s
NAO Robots Engage Middle School
Students in STEM Curriculum

Bretton Woods Students Study
Marine Life on Great South Bay

Hauppauge Middle School is using NAO Robots to enhance technology
education and to engage 6th, 7th and 8th grade students in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM) subjects. “The District’s STEM
initiatives are helping students build important technological and
problem-solving skills, while simultaneously promoting collaboration,
communication and out-of-the box thinking to achieve real-world solutions,”
described STEM Teacher Amy Thompson.
NAO Robots are stateof-the-art autonomous
humanoid robots that are
fully programmable using
a computer program called
Choregraphe. “In ten-week,
hands-on classes, students
learn computer programming skills — through the
use of Choregraphe – and
work collaboratively to
create, modify and test
programs until they
achieve success,” said
Ms. Thompson. “Students
are encouraged to think
critically and creatively,
to analyze, to reason, to ask questions and to draw conclusions,” continued
STEM/Mathematics Teacher Brian Ferrara. “In addition to robotics, all
classwork is submitted through various Google Apps for Education, making
this an all-digital class that equips students with the tools necessary to succeed
in a modern workplace.”

Pines Coins for a Cause Challenge
Pines Elementary School students participated in a Coins for
a Cause Challenge to benefit Stony Brook Children’s Hospital.
The Pines PTA asked students to bring in a different coin each
day for a week (Monday, pennies; Tuesday, nickels; Wednesday,
dimes; Thursday, quarters; and Fridays, any coin they wanted).
At the week’s end, a total was tallied for each Pines class. The
students in each grade’s winning class received raffle tickets to
use at the Fall Book Fair. Due to the overwhelming generosity
and kindheartedness of the students, Pines Elementary School
raised $3,427.62. The Pines PTA used this money to purchase
books from the Fall Book Fair, gift cards and other items at Toys
‘R Us, which were donated to Stony Brook Children’s Hospital.

Bretton Woods’ 5th grade students sailed aboard the Yankee
III out of the Captree Boat Basin to study oceanographic
and marine life on Long Island’s Great South Bay. The
students learned how to make their own seining nets that
they used to collect plankton. They then examined their
catch under high-power microscopes. The students also had
an opportunity to see, touch and learn about the different
species of animal and plant life that reside within Long
Island’s bountiful waters.

Class of 2017 Top Ten Students Named
Hauppauge High School is proud to announce the
Class of 2017 Valedictorian and Salutatorian as well
as to congratulate the top ten students for their hard
work and outstanding academic achievements:
Valedictorian: Angela Marie Musco
Salutatorian: Rachel Black
Margaret Balcom
Eunice Chung Kim
Zi Meng (Bill) Yang
Emma Rose Olivo
Catherine Grace Murphy
Lucas James Shea
Lindsay Blank
Rebecca Ann Proscia
Kevin Robert Michels
“These talented young women and men have demonstrated an unwavering commitment to their education,” stated Principal Christine
O’Connor. “The entire Hauppauge School District community is honored to congratulate them and their families on this prestigious
recognition and to wish them every success as they continue their pursuit of academic excellence going forward.”

Honoring America’s Heroes

Hauppauge Elementary Schools were pleased to host patriotic
activities to honor the men and women in the United States armed
forces who bravely serve(d) our country both here and abroad.
Congressman Lee Zeldin was the keynote speaker at Forest Brook’s Veterans Day
Assembly, which honored approximately 35 service men and women. Congressman
Zeldin is a United States Army veteran who works tirelessly to protect veterans’ rights.
The Assembly also featured a special video presentation from 2nd grade student Dylan
Alexander’s mother who is deployed in the Persian Gulf for the United States Navy.
Bretton Woods Elementary School’s Veterans Day Assembly paid tribute to 55 veterans –
all of whom are relatives of students or staff members of the school. Veteran Ronald Barz
spoke to the Bretton Woods students about his service, pride and the sacrifices that men
and women in the armed forces make to protect American’s freedoms.
Pines Elementary School “planted” American flags in the front of the school and in
the courtyard to beautify the grounds in honor of the school’s annual Veterans Day
celebration. Principal Dr. Claudine DiMuzio and United States Marine Corps Veteran
Doug Ruiz – who did a tour in Beirut, Lebanon and currently serves as the director of
housing at the United Veterans Beacon House – spoke to the students about the meaning of Veterans’ Day and the courage demonstrated
by all Americans who fought for our great nation.

High School Musicians Receive NYS and Suffolk County Honors

Hauppauge High School student-musicians were recognized by
NYSSMA – five of whom represented the District at the 2016
NYSSMA Conference in Rochester, New York in December
2016. These All-State musicians were selected from thousands
of students who auditioned for this honor at solo festivals held
throughout New York State in spring 2016. The selection process
is extremely competitive and based upon a student’s superior
score for NYSSMA solo auditions.

2016 All-State Musicians and Alternates
Maia Gonzalez, Dana Liuzzo and Rebecca Proscia, Women’s
Chorus; Rob Podmore and Sofia SanRoman, Mixed Chorus;
Evelyn Beltrani, Lindsay Blank, Leo Chen, Madden Klass,
Katherine Ma, Kevin Michels, and Harrison Smith, Alternates.
Hauppauge student-musicians also were selected to participate
in the 2016 NYSCAME/Suffolk and SCMEA All-County High

School Music Festival that was held in Northport in November.
The students qualified for All-County based on their NYSSMA
Solo Rating (at least a Level V or VI) as well as on the rating
judges’ comments.

2016 NYSCAME Musicians
Lindsay Blank, Dakota Cerro, Leo Chen, Maia Gonzalez, Dana
Liuzzo, Carl Mattioli, Kevin Michels, Rob Podmore, Rebecca
Proscia, Mackenzie Root, Franco Vitellozzi, Nicholas White, and
Stephanie Zajac, Mixed Chorus; Evelyn Beltrani, Kristen Hart,
and Lexi Manuel, Women’s Choir; Katherine Ma, Sean Cortese,
and Harrison Smith, All-County Orchestra.
“Congratulations to all of our student musicians for achieving
this prestigious honor for themselves as well as for Hauppauge
School District,” said Director of Fine and Performing Arts
Laura Stiegelmaier.

Hauppauge Fire Department Teaches Forest Brook Students
about Fire Safety
Forest Brook students in grades K-5 recently
learned important lessons about fire safety
when Greg Gottlieb and other members of
the Hauppauge Fire Department visited the
school. In addition to having an opportunity
to see a fire truck “up close and personal,”
the students received coloring books and
posters to participate in the Hauppauge
Fire Department’s annual fire safety contest.
“We are extremely grateful to the Hauppauge
Fire Department for visiting Forest Brook to
teach our students about the importance of
fire safety and prevention,” stated Principal
Kristen Reingold.
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Emergency School
Closing/Delayed Opening

Homecoming 2016

In the event that a school closing, delayed opening or early dismissal
is needed due to inclement weather or hazardous road conditions,
announcements will be made on the Hauppauge School District website:
http://www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us, the Superintendent of School’s Twitter
feed @OHara_HPS and on the following radio/TV stations:
WALK (1370 AM, 97.5 FM)
News 12 Long Island
Verizon FIOS1 News

DATES TO REMEMBER
January 9-13
		
January 10
January 11
January 16
January 19
January 20-21
January 23
January 23-27
		
January 24
January 24-27
		
January 26
February 6-10
February 7
February 13-17
February 20-24
Feb. 27-March 3
February 28
		

Kindergarten Registration
Packet Distribution
Board of Education Business Meeting
Middle School Science & Technology Fair
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Schools Closed
Middle/High School History Fair
Middle School Musical Production
Middle School Ensemble Concert
Elementary/Middle School College &
Career Week
Board of Education Community Meeting
High School Regents, Midterms &
Final Exams
Middle School Grade 6 Winter Concert
Forest Brook Kindergarten Registration
Board of Education Business Meeting
Pines Kindergarten Registration
Mid-Winter Recess
Bretton Woods Kindergarten Registration
Board of Education Budget/Community
Meeting

Photos by Frank Bayer, Juliette Koronkiewicz and Kasi Ortega.

Despite a loss to West Babylon, the Eagles’ spirits shined as brightly
as the sun for Homecoming 2016. “It is a great day for the whole
school and the entire Hauppauge School District community,” said
Athletic Director Dan Butler. “Everyone comes together to celebrate
our school – not just the athletic program – but our music program
and our District as a whole.” There is always something for everyone
at the Homecoming Festival, which kicked off with the annual Hall
of Fame Induction Ceremony and was followed by the community
parade; the carnival that featured games, food, a play area and
entertainment; and the spectacular fireworks display following the
football game and the entertaining halftime performances by the
High School’s marching band and nationally ranked Kickline and
Cheerleading Teams. Homecoming 2016 also was highlighted by a
special dedication ceremony for the District’s new turf field.

