
Dr. O’Hara Honored as a “Champion for Equity”
with a Humanitarian Award

Dr. O'Hara's primary focus has been on encouraging students to 
graduate high school and pursue higher learning.  Dr. O Hara s
compassion, innovation, and leadership has been recognized and 
honored by organizations at home and nationwide.  

SUNY at Old Westbury honored Dr. O Hara as their choice for the
2011 Outstanding Alumnus of the Year Award.  Dr. O Hara was
chosen for this recognition due to his dedication to his students, 
faculty and the entire community at large.  Not only does he provide 
the leadership for students to excel, but he also fosters innovative ways 
of teaching for students to be well prepared to face their future 
academic endeavors with confidence. 

In 2014, Dr. O Hara was honored with The William U. Harris Award

of Excellence.   The William U. Harris Award of Excellence recognizes an

individual from a College Board member institution who has 

demonstrated extraordinary leadership in the field of education, has 

inspired, prepared and connected young people to college, and has 

shown a genuine commitment to mentoring education leaders in an 

environment that supports their development and growth.  

On February 15, 2018, the American Association of School 

Administrators, known as AASA, The School Superintendents 

Association, honored Dr. Dennis O Hara as a Champion for Equity  
with a Humanitarian Award at the AASA s 2018 National Conference

on Education at the Music City Convention Center in Nashville, 

Tennessee.

Assistant to the Superintendent for Educational Services and Student 

Outcomes, Ms. Carolyn Probst, wrote a letter to nominate Dr. O Hara

for this honor.  Ms. Probst wrote, I have known Dr. Dennis O Hara for

sixteen years. I met Dr. O Hara when I was a senior in high school and he

was my assistant principal.  Even as a young student, it was readily 

apparent to me that Dr. O Hara was dedicated, caring, compassionate,

and fair.  Dr. Dennis O Hara is a professional and a person of the very

highest caliber.  Dr. Dennis O Hara provides leadership development

through coaching, mentoring, modeling and networking. 

Dr. O Hara encourages a growth mind set as seen in a sign saying, THIS

IS IMPORTANT! With the right effort, you can do it.  I will not give up 

on you!   Dr. O Hara gives these signs to teachers in his school district

when they complete the Research for Better Teaching (RBT) course, 

which focuses on skillful teaching and is grounded in the belief of a 

growth mindset.  This evidence-based professional development is an 

initiative and an investment in teachers that Dr. O Hara brought to the

Hauppauge School District.  RBT emphasizes the belief that all children 

can learn and that they deserve access to the most rigorous instruction 

they can handle.  This is one of many initiatives Dr. O Hara has led in an

effort to address equity issues among children.      
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Superintendent's Message 

"Do not judge me by my successes, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back up again. " -Nelson Mandela 

As our school year progresses, we continue our focus on the work of Stanford University psychologist, Carole Dweck, and her book, 

Mindset: The New Psychology of Success, How We Can Learn to Fulfill Our Potential When considering our focus on developing a 

growth mindset among our faculty, staff, administrators and students, Nelson Mandela's quote provides great meaning. 

Dweck confirms what each of our students need to know, which is, " ... it's not just our abilities and talent that bring us success - but 

whether we approach our goals with a fixed or a growth mindset." We learn from Dweck that, " ... praising our children's intelligence or 

ability doesn't foster self-esteem and lead to accomplishments but may actually jeopardize success." 

I envision a school district in which every student, on every day and in each interaction, encounters teachers and school leaders who 

believe students' intelligence and abilities can continuously grow. I envision our Hauppauge Schools to be places where we support 

a culture in which challenge is embraced, learning is loved and resilience is common place. We seek to educate students who see any 

failure, large or small, not as fatal, but instead, as a gift upon which to build future success. 

It is vitally important, whether we are educators or parents, that we partner in our efforts to instill a growth mindset within our 

children. Surely, this is one of the keys to a successful and fulfilling life. 

Sincerely, 
Dennis P O'Hara, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Bretton Woods Students 
Use Their Reading 

"Super Powers" 

Bretton Woods kindergarten students' "super powers" 
reading workshop was highlighted by a special visit from 
"Reader Man" - their favorite reading super hero.  "The 
children practiced using reading super powers as they 
did private reading and partner reading at the workshop 
celebration," said Bretton Woods Principal George 
Gagliardi (aka Reader Man).  "They worked very hard 
and showed that their reading powers have been 
activated. More importantly, the students learned that 
they can read through even tricky books when they use 
their persistence power." 

https://www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us/Page/8589


Goals and Achievements ... 
Winter 2017-2018 Athletic Highlights 

Hauppauge School District sends out sincere congratulations to all our athletes on their winter 2017-2018 sports participation and achievements.  

• T he Cheer Team won 1" Place at the UCA Regional Champion

ship in New Jersey, and 2nd Place at the UCA Nationals in Florida.
• Jake Silverstein is a New York State Champion Wrestler.  Jake is

Hauppauge's first three-time Suffolk County Champion and three-time

New York State Place winner.  He is number two on Hauppauge's All-Time

Most career wins at 226-30.  He has been ranked as high as 7th in the

country and has accepted a scholarship to the University of Nebraska.

Hauppauge qualified three wrestlers for the NYS Tournament.  The team

placed 10th in the NYS Tournament.

• HHS Wrestler, Luke Smith, took 3rd place at the NYS Wrestling

Championships.

• Sophomore Danny Mauriello won the League V title and won his first

Suffolk County Championship at 145 pounds.  Danny is the third

Mauriello in Hauppauge history to win a Suffolk County Championship.

• Four swimmers placed 6th at the State Championships in the 200-Medley

Relay and took home All-State Honors.  Trenton Burr, Jack Casey, Aidan

McMenamy, and Jordan Nielsen also took 3rd in the Counties with a time of

1:37.08 in the 200-Medley Relay.

• Jack Casey placed 2nd in 100-yard Breaststroke and was named All-State for

the 3rd year in a row.  His time of 55.19 is a new Hauppauge High School

record.   Mr. Casey is ranked 1st in Breaststroke in the state at this time.

• Trenton Burr finished in 9th place in the 200-yard Freestyle and 3rd place in

the 100-yard Backstroke.  Trenton also took home All-State Honors.  Mr. Burr is

the Suffolk County Champion in 100-yard Backstroke with a time of 51.26.

• Sophomore Sean Rorke finished 3rd in Diving at the Counties.  Sean broke

two Hauppauge High School records.

• Track Team Senior Nick Crociata finished 4th at the NYS Indoor Track and

Field Championships taking home All-State Honors yet again. Nick has

signed to run Track for Lehigh University this Fall.

• The Girls Basketball Team were Class A County Champs.

They entered the season as the #6 seed out of 8 teams. They

beat the #3, #2, and #1 seed all by double digits and won the

small school overall title by beating the Class B #1 seed by

double digits.

Follow Hauppauge Athletics on Twitter
@HPSAthletics
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What is the Hauppauge Educational Foundation? 

Have you driven past the Middle School or High School and seen students peddling mountain bikes up and down the school's terrain? 

Have you attended a Hauppauge Hall of Fame breakfast in honor of alumni and special individuals who have significantly impacted 

our District's history? Perhaps your elementary school-aged child came home talking about the great assembly he/she attended ... the 

one specifically designed to address character education and student welfare. If you have experienced any of these, you have had a 

glimpse into the important role the Hauppauge Educational Foundation (HEF) plays in the lives of our students. 

The Foundation, an organization consisting of volunteer members of the Hauppauge community, is committed to help fund the 

projects and programs that are not available to Hauppauge students due to our District's budgetary constraints. Athletic equipment, 

instructional tools and assemblies fall within the reach of the Foundation's arms. Administrators, teachers and community members 

work tirelessly behind the scenes to raise money to supply our students with the additional resources needed to complement their 

well-rounded education. 

Meeting once a month, the Foundation reviews grant requests for special projects and allocates money for the projects. Marvel at the 

sound room and television studio in our High School, listen to the hum of the digital sewing machines in our Middle School, or visit 

the outdoor learning lab at Bretton Woods and you will witness the work of your Foundation. 

The Foundation honors our students in yet another way. Each year at the High School's awards night, seven students are presented with 

scholarships by the Foundation's president. Scholarships are awarded to the top three students from the graduating class who exhibit the 

highest academic averages and to four students who have demonstrated exemplary community service - promoting the Foundation's 

desire that our students go above and beyond to make their community a better place. 

Much has been said about our global society and the need for our students to enter it seamlessly upon graduation. Our students must 

leave our schools - college and career ready. They must compete at all levels, possessing the skills necessary for success. This process 

must be a commitment in all grades from Elementary to Middle School, and, finally, High School. We must give our students the tools 

they need to meet the challenges of life. The Hauppauge Educational Foundation is committed to do its part to help our students meet 

that challenge. 

During the year, you may see us at events or read our program inserts. There will be other listings of the gifts we have secured for 

our students; however, there also will be a plea for donations. All contributions, large or small, will be accepted. It is through accepting 

your thoughtful gifts that our gifts are possible. 

Our address is: Hauppauge Educational Foundation, Whiporwil School, 495 Hoffman Lane, Hauppauge, NY 11788; or visit our 

website at  www.hauppaugeeducationalfoundation.com. 

The students of Hauppauge and the HEF thank you! 

T
Rotary Club members ask themselves four questions when considering doing 

or saying anything.  They consider (1) is it the truth, (2) is it fair to all 

concerned, (3) will it build goodwill and better friendships, and (4) will it be 

beneficial to all concerned? 

Hauppauge High School sophomore Jahliek Dyer has discovered the joy and 

satisfaction that is gained by giving of himself in the service of helping others.  

His compassion and dedication was recognized and honored by the 

Hauppauge Chapter of the Rotary Club.  The Rotary Club named Jahliek 

"Student of the Month" for January 2018.  Jahliek is planning a career in 

Medicine.  

Hauppauge High School senior Jade Dyer-Kennedy is also planning a career in 

Medicine.  Jade was selected as the "Student of the Month" for February 2018.  

Jade excels in academics, the arts, and athletics.  Jade has strong family values 

and is constantly finding ways to help others.  She is dedicated to making the 

world a better place. 

Rotary s programs are developing the next generation of leaders, providing funding to make the world a better place, and making peace a priority. And

their programs are not just for club members.  Learn how you can make a difference in your community through Rotary.  

Visit https://www.rotary.org/   Help Rotary End Polio. Visit   https://www.endpolio.org 

https://www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us/Page/8633
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An Evening of Fine Food & Music 

Annual Senior Citizen Recognition Dinner 
Wednesday,April 25, 20:1.8

Dear Hauppauge Senior Citizen, 

The Hauppauge School District, PTA, business community and District residents would 
like to thank you and pay tribute to you for your contributions to the Hauppauge School 
District and Hauppauge community. 

You are cordially invited to attend the District's Annual Senior Citizen Dinner, which will 
be held on Wednesday, April 25, 2018 starting at 6:00 p.m. Last year's dinner was a great 
success. We look forward to your attendance at this free dinner being held in your honor. 
In addition, as our esteemed guest, you also will enjoy an evening of musical entertainment 
performed by Hauppauge students at the All-District Jazz Night following the dinner. 

We hope that you will be able to join us for this very special event. In order to plan our 
food preparation for this special evening, please RS.VP. using the form below and return it 
by Wednesday, April 11, 2018. Thank you for your contributions to our District. We look 
forward to seeing you on Wednesday, April 25, 2018. 

David Barshay 
President, Hauppauge Board of Education 

Dr. Dennis P. O'Hara 
Superintendent of Schools 

EVENT: Senior Citizen Recognition Spaghetti and Meatball 
Dinner W HEN: Wednesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
WHERE: Hauppauge High School Commons 

FOLLOWED BY: Jazz Night at 7:30 p.m. 
WHERE: High School Auditorium 

• Please respond by Wednesday, April 11, 2018 so that we may properly plan
for all those attending.

• Name:____________________________

: Address:___________________________

City, State, Zip: _ _ _ _ _ __________________ _ 
• Phone: _______________ # of people attending:

• Return this fonn to:                           

        

DATES TO REMEMBER* 
April 9-May 18 
March 29-April 6 
March 29 

April 16 

April 17 

April 19 

April 21-22 
April 23 

April 23-30 
April 25 

April 26 
April 26-May 18 

May 1-3 

May 7-18 

 May 12 

May 14-18 

NYSESLAT Speaking 
Spring Recess, Schools Closed 
Conference Day for Staff, 
Schools Closed for Students 
SEPTA Parent Social
Astoria Bank Art Show 
Board of Education Business 
Meeting & Budget Adoption 
BW & FB Incoming 
Kindergarten Parent 
Orientation 
HEF Oldies Show
PI Incoming Kindergarten 
Parent Orientation 
BW Kindergarten Screening 
Annual Senior Citizens Dinner 
& All-District Jazz Concert 
MS Book Chat 
Advanced Placement & IB 
Exams 
Grades 3-8 Mathematics 
Assessment 
National Honor Society 
Induction 
NYSESLAT Listening, Reading, 
Writing 
Board of Education Business 
Meeting & Budget Hearing 
National Junior Honor Society 
Induction 
FB & PI Kindergarten 
Screening 
SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE/ 
BOARD MEMBER(S) 
ELECTION ·, 

"Please see the District Calendar or the website/or 
a complete listing of all activities. 

April 17
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