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2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR IN FULL SWING
From kindergarten to high school, Hauppauge School District students are settled into their new routines and are enjoying 
many special moments.  Open School Nights at Bretton Woods, Forest Brook and Pines Elementary Schools and Hauppauge 
Middle and High Schools welcomed families and shared information about the exciting educational and social happenings 
their children will enjoy in the upcoming year.  The hallways are decorated with student artwork, high school students are 
focused on their college applications and our sports teams are competing on fields across Long Island.  Please, be sure to check 
the District calendar and the website frequently to stay informed about all that is happening in the Hauppauge School District.

SPECIAL NOTICE 
TO HAUPPAUGE 
RESIDENTS
In order to quickly and efficiently commu-
nicate with community members regarding 
registered sex offenders who have recently 
moved within the Hauppauge School District 
boundaries, the District now will send notifica-
tions to the community using Email Blast and 
the District website. Community members 
will be directed to the Parents for Megan’s Law 
website and the New York State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services website for specific 
information regarding the registered offenders. 
Therefore, be sure to subscribe to the District 
Email Blast located on the home page of the 
website and also to register for automatic 
updates at www.parentsformeganslaw.org
and http://criminaljustice.ny.gov Off to an Exceptional Start



FACILITIES UPDATE
A number of capital improvements were made to Hauppauge schools during summer 2017 – improving safety and providing necessary 
updates to our facilities.  Highlights of several key capital improvement projects are summarized as follows:

High School – Bathrooms – upgraded various fixtures, checked for leaking pipes.  Repaired faucets and drains in Science Wing.
Middle School – M-21 Science Lab Reconstruction
Bretton Woods - New Playground 
Forest Brook – Repaired and replaced faucets and flushometers where needed in building.
Pines – New electrical upgrades
District wide – Re-installed used white boards and smart boards for Technology.

THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR IN FULL SWING

Superintendent’s Conference Day
While students were enjoying the waning days of summer vacation,
Hauppauge School District teachers were learning about new and
creative ways to enhance and improve their instructional practices
during Superintendent’s Conference Day.

The day kicked off with staff greetings from Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction and Technology Glen Eschbach; Hauppauge
Administrator’s Association President Doreen Gordon; Hauppauge
Teachers Association President Anthony Gibson; and culminated with
Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss’ address that empha-
sized the importance of good teaching and the positive results it has on
student achievement. Ms. Kriss described four key beliefs to focus the
work of the professional staff.

1. The need to develop knowledge and understanding of Common Core
Learning Standards (CCLS) and to align them in daily lesson plans.

2. The creation of engaging lessons that utilize available technology to
promote student engagement.

3. Alignment of classroom assessments to CCLS, which will provide
the best opportunity for students to be successful. Creating formative
assessments that mirror the Common Core assessments and summative

Superintendent’s Message

Dear Parents and Community Residents,

Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year!  I am extremely proud to be part of the Hauppauge School District 
and community.  Our community is composed of caring adults and students with limitless potential. 

As the John Quincy Adams quote above explains, leadership is about making a difference for others.  It is 
about inspiring students, employees and community members to seek out challenges and to find 
fulfillment.  However, leadership is not the result of a position or title, nor is it a solitary endeavor.  As we 
aspire to change our students’ life trajectories, we will need your help and support.  A strong partnership 
among the Hauppauge School District, parents and community members is the only way we can be sure 
our children will experience happiness, success and fulfillment beyond their years in our schools.  I have 
been inspired by the support of our community and am looking forward with great optimism at what our 
collective future holds.  

As always, we invite you to partner with us by attending concerts, athletic events, dramas, musicals, talent 
shows, celebrations of achievement and meetings, including those of the Board of Education.  Please, be 
sure to visit our District website at www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us for the most up-to-date information.  In 
addition, you can find exciting announcements and inspiring messages on the District Facebook and 
Twitter accounts - @HPS_Eagles 
and @OHara_HPS. 

I look forward to our continued 
partnership and am excited to see you at 
many school and community events over 
the course of the year.  

On behalf of the Board of Education, 
District faculty, staff, and most 
importantly our students, I welcome you 
to the 2017-2018 school year and wish you 
much success and fulfillment.

Sincerely, 

Dennis P. O’Hara, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn 
more, do more and become more, you are a leader.”

John Quincy Adams



The 2017-18 School Year AR IN FULL SWING

Homecoming 2017
Principal Christine O'Connor and Assistant Principals Joy Ferrara, 
Michael Caulin, Joseph Wieckhorst and Director of Physical 
Education, Health, Athletics and Family & Consumer Science Daniel 
Butler had worked tirelessly for weeks organizing an event for the 
entire community to enjoy.  The Homecoming parade was a true 
show of community pride with a wonderful showing of police, 
firefighters and military joining in the festivities.  When the parade 
made its way to the football field the area was a buzz with activity.  
The Booster Club had their grills sizzling with delicious food.  

Eagle pride was everywhere as people in blue and white filled the 
stands and all along the fences in anticipation of an entertaining 
afternoon.  The HHS Marching Band under the direction of Music 
Teacher Andrew Monsen played an impressive medley of music from 
soundtracks of popular science fiction movies and television shows.  
Drum Majors, Rhiannon DiSilvio and Dylan Mahoney took turns 
conducting from a perch on the 50-yard line.  The spectacle was made 
more delightful by the synchronized addition of the Kickline coached 
by Ana Goodfellow and Color Guard directed by Ms. Meagan 
Champlin.  The halftime show concluded with the presentation on 
the field of Mr. & Miss Hauppauge, Kevin Bie and Samantha Suazo.

Homecoming 2014
Hauppauge School District’s spirits soared despite the inclement 
weather conditions during the annual Homecoming festivities. Students, 
staff, parents and community members dismissed the rain and embraced 
this time-honored tradition that concluded with a thrilling Eagles’ victory.

Hauppauge’s firefighters led the annual parade escorted by bagpipes and 
a fine fleet of fire trucks. Hauppauge High School’s Marching Band and 
Varsity Kickline provided a festive array of music and smiles for dedicated 
parade-watchers. Mr. and Miss Hauppauge – Jimmy Bie and Jennifer 
Hug – and their court rode in style along the parade route. Mr. and Miss 
Hauppauge were chosen not only for their school spirit but also for their 
contributions to the larger Hauppauge community.

A formal dedication of 
the Hauppauge athletic 
field was presented to 
former Hauppauge 
Teacher and Coach 
Robert Druckenmiller. 
A sign named for Coach 
Druckenmiller was 
unveiled prior to the 
start of the Homecoming 
game.

Homecoming is also a 
day set aside to honor 
the newest inductees to 
Hauppauge’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame. These 
former athletes and 
coaches were recognized 
for their high level of 
athleticism, character 
and accomplishments.

Meet Our New Staff
It is always with great excitement and anticipation that 
the Hauppauge Public Schools (HPS) welcome and 
embrace new members to the staff.  Each person offers 
new visions and enthusiasm on becoming a part of the 
proud tradition of educational excellence that has 
become the standard in Hauppauge.  The Hauppauge 
School District is pleased to welcome 

Jacqueline Pirro as Assistant Superintendent for 
Business & Operations; 

Carolyn Probst as Assistant to the Superintendent for 
Educational Services & Student Outcomes; 

Joseph Wieckhorst as Assistant Principal at the High 
School; 

Tim McCarthy as Director of Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE), English as a New Language (ENL), 
and Integration of Instructional Technology; as well as 
new teachers and staff.

Please join us in welcoming  the following new teachers 
and staff of the Hauppauge School District community:

Michelle Alvarez, Business LR (HS)
Kristen Bocchino, Elementary (PI)  
Stephanie Ebinger, Reading (FB, PI, MS) 
Margery Fey, Elementary (BW)
Tom Gould, Public Relations
Brett Groneman, English (HS)
Jessica Gumbus, Elementary (PI) 
Amanda Leaderman, Sp. Ed. (BW) 
Jacqueline Milo, Sp. Ed. (MS)
Carolyn Muller, RN (MS) 
Karl Pierre, French (MS)        
Heather Turnbull, Science LR (MS)
Jessica Vesonder, Literacy (PI) 
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THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL

assessments that include the highest levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy
(a way of distinguishing the fundamental questions within the
education system).

4. The commitment to professional development. The District provides 
teachers with numerous opportunities to hone their craft and stresses 
the importance of taking advantage of these opportunities.

“Everyone should strive each day to become a more skilled teacher.
This is essential to the work we do with Hauppauge’s students,”
stated Ms. Kriss. “The constant in education is the teacher. That is
what matters most. Student success is dictated by the teachers who
touch a student’s life and the quality of the instruction that he/she
receives,” Ms. Kriss said.

The remainder of the day focused on providing teachers with
workshops focused on these goals, including:

Website Design
Social Emotional Literacy
Discovery Education

“Teachers and administrators enjoyed a highly productive day and
left feeling prepared to greet their eager students for the 2014-2015
academic year,” stated Mr. Eschbach.

The New On Line, On Time 
Horizons Newsletter

The Hauppauge Public Schools is excited to announce the launching 
of an all new Horizons Newsletter bringing you timely stories about 
the wonderful happenings in this vibrant educational community.  
Find the Horizons Newsletter image on the home page of the District 
website.  Click on the image to read the latest edition which is 
published almost every Friday throughout the school year. 

Message from David Barshay

On behalf of the Board of Education I would like to thank our 
community, administrators, teachers, parents and students for 
their strong support and partnership with the Hauppauge School 
District.

I know we all face myriad challenges in today’s educational world 
and I have every confidence that, working together, we will conquer 
those challenges with integrity and professionalism. We are  
fortunate to live in a wonderful community united in the effort  
to provide our students with an exceptional education.

As the 2017-2018 academic year continues to unfold, I invite you 
to attend our Board of Education meetings to express your 
opinions, ask questions, and observe the Board in action. Follow  
us on the District website: www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us; Twitter: 
@HPS_Eagles; Instagram: HauppaugeSchools and Facebook: 
Hauppauge Public School District (official).   Please check our 
District calendar or website for Board meeting dates.

The Board values your input as we strive to provide our students 
with a meaningful educational experience that prepares them for 
college and careers, as well as how to be compassionate and  
responsible citizens.

Respectfully,

David M. Barshay, Esquire 
President, Hauppauge School District Board of Education 

Community Book Read

IS IN FULL SWING
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BROADWAY/THEATRE PROS TO JOIN WITH HAUPPAUGE STUDENTS 
AS VOICES OF SOCIAL CHANGE

Broadway Producer Tom Kirdahy and Playwright Terrence McNally are among the  professionals who will join with Hauppauge 
High School’s theatre students on their mission to use their creative talents to become voices of social change at the Tilles Center for 
the Performing Arts on November 3, 2017 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

In 2012, the students in Hauppauge Theatre Teacher Ruthie Pincus’ Advanced Acting Ensemble Class banded together to write and 
perform the “Anti-Bully Project” for Hauppauge Middle School and others. The vignettes captured the attention of the Council for 
Prejudice Reduction, Tilles Center, RFK Foundation, among others, and led to the inaugural “Stage the Change” Conference in 
2013.

The 5th Annual “Stage the Change” Conference will investigate methods for teaching students to become global citizens through  
creativity and performance. This day of learning, collaborating and inspiring is open to all Long Island high school and college  
theatre students, educators, guidance counselors, social awareness clubs, youth groups, parents and community members.  
“The success of last year’s ‘Stage the Change’ has shown us that this full-day event is an opportunity to engage young people and  
to inspire them to become voices of change,” described Ms. Pincus. “Bringing kindness and dignity to the forefront through theatre 
empowers students to make a difference in their own schools, communities and their world.”

To register for “Stage the Change, The Arts as a Social Voice,” visit www.stagethechange.org or contact Ruthie Pincus at 
rpincus@stagethechange.org or call 516-375-3532. Tickets are $25 for adults and $5 for students. The Conference is  
Common Core and APPR compliant and aligns with the Dignity for All Students Act (DASA).

Hauppauge High School senior, Jade Carvalho, earned the 
highest possible ACT composite score of 36. On average, 
less than one-tenth of 1 percent of students who take the 
ACT earn a top score.  In the U.S. high school graduating 
class of 2016, only 2,235 out of nearly 2.1 million graduates 
who took the ACT earned a composite score of 36.

Ms. Carvalho is the quintessential “complete student.” 
Academic excellence is just one factor college admissions 
officers look for in students to accept to attend their 
schools. Jade is the Captain of the Girls Varsity Tennis 
Team. She is an active member of the HHS Theater 
Program and was in the ensemble cast when the curtain 
went up on the first theater production of the 2017-18 
school year, “Our Town”. 

Jade also serves as President of the French Club and Vice 
President of Best Buddies. She is a member of the National 
Honor Society and recently earned a commendation from 
the 2018 National Merit Program. 

Ms. Carvalho is still weighing her options as to the career 
path she intends to pursue. She is planning to attend a 
Liberal Arts College where she can explore many 
possibilities and discover the opportunities available.

Hauppauge High School Senior Achieves a 
Perfect ACT Score

HAUPPAUGE STUDENTS NAMED SEMIFINALISTS IN 2015 NATIONAL 
MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Hauppauge School District is pleased to announce that 
high school seniors Matthew Fortmeyer, Stephen Kim 
and Daniel Nasta have been named Semifinalists in 
the 60th Annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
These academically talented students will now have an 
opportunity to continue in the competition to qualify 
for some 7,600 National Merit Scholarships worth about 
$33 million that will be offered in spring 2015.

Jonathan Castro, Luke Farrell, Sricharan Gumudavelli, 
Emily Linko, Nadia Moumine and Leland Reisfield were 
recognized as Commended Students in the 2015 National 
Merit Scholarship Program. Edwin McCray also was 
recognized as a 2015 National Achievement Program 
Outstanding Participant.

“The Hauppauge School District community is honored to congratulate our National 
Merit Semifinalists, Commended Students and National Achievement Program Outstanding 
Participant for their outstanding achievements,” stated Hauppauge High School Principal 
Christine O’Connor.

In a letter recognizing her exceptional achievement, ACT 
Chief Executive Officer Marten Roorda stated, “Your 
achievement on the ACT is significant and rare. 

While test scores are just one of multiple criteria that most 
colleges consider when making admission decisions, your 
exceptional ACT composite score should prove helpful as 
you pursue your education and career goals.”

ACT test scores are accepted by all major U.S. colleges. 
Exceptional scores of 36 provide colleges with evidence of 
student readiness for the academic rigors that lie ahead. 
Visit the ACT website at www.act.org.  



DATES TO REMEMBER

October 31 
November 3
November    7 
November 9 
November 10 
November 14 
November  23-24
January 17

Bretton Woods, Forest Brook and Pines Halloween Parades 
Stage the Change at the Tilles Center
Conference Day, Schools Closed for Students. Staff Reports 
Early Dismissal Drill, All Schools Dismiss 15 Minutes Early 
In Observance of Veterans Day, Schools Closed
Board of Education Meeting
Thanksgiving Recess, Schools Closed
Superintendent's Community Book Read
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SPECIAL NOTICE TO 
HAUPPAUGE  RESIDENTS

In order to quickly and efficiently communicate 
with community members regarding registered sex 
offenders who have recently moved within the 
Hauppauge School District boundaries, the District 
now will send notifications to the community using 
E-mail Blast and the District website. Community 
members will be directed to the Parents for Megan’s 
Law website and the New York State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services website for specific 
information regarding the registered offenders. 
Therefore, be sure to  register for automatic  
updates at 
www.parentsformeganslaw.org and http://
criminaljustice.ny.gov Off to an Exceptional Start

HAUPPAUGE STUDENT NAMED SEMIFINALIST IN 
2018 NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Hauppauge School District is pleased to announce that  
high school senior, Erin Fan, has been named a 
Semifinalist in the 63 rd Annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program.  This academically talented student 
will now have an opportunity to continue in the 
competition to qualify  for some 7,500 National Merit 
Scholarships worth about $32 million that will be offered 
in the spring of 2018.

Jonathan Castro, Luke Farrell, Sricharan Gumudavelli, 
Emily Linko, Nadia Moumine and Leland Reisfield were 
recognized as Commended Students in the 2018 
National Merit Scholarship Program. Edwin McCray also 
was  recognized as a 2018 National Achievement 
Program  Outstanding Participant.

“The Hauppauge School District community is honored to congratulate our National  
Merit Semifinalist, Commended Students and National Achievement Program 
Outstanding Participant for their outstanding achievements,” stated Hauppauge High 
School Principal  Christine O’Connor.
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