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FOOD SERVICE CONTINUES SERVING
 STUDENTS AND RECEIVES SPECIAL THANKS  

     School is happening right now in a different way with 
distance learning, but our food program is keeping  our 
students well fed with great breakfast and lunch meals.  
Meals are distributed to any family in need through the 
extended school closure.  A family in need of assistance 
can receive breakfast and lunch meals for all children in 
the home.  
      Kim Lastuvka is the Food Service Manager for the 
school district.  The District employs Ms. Lastuvka and 
the kitchen staff through Whitson’s Culinary Group. 
With the help of volunteers, they are making breakfast 
and lunch items for pick-up at the loading dock at the 
high school Monday through Friday between the hours 
of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  Kim told us that each stu-
dent receives a breakfast and a lunch that follow the 
Summer Feeding Program requirements set by New 
York State Child Nutrition.  The breakfast consists of a 
grain , half cup of fruit or juice and a milk. Lunch consists 

of grain,  meat, meat/alternate, 3/4 cup of 
fruit or vegetable with a milk. Kim said, 
“The biggest challenge has been packaging 
the meals to go as we usually use the tra-
ditional “school lunch tray” for our daily 
service.”
     With regard to running the program Kim 
said, “I have been running the program 
without my staff as they were furloughed 
due to the Coronavirus layoffs.  Jackie Pir-
ro and Carolyn Probst began a volunteers 
list of District staff to help me pack and dis-
tribute.  It has been great to have so many 
guests in the kitchen to help.  As the fami-
lies come to pick up their meals each day 
we have become more and more familiar 
with each other. Our conversations have 
become longer, we share a laugh, some 
pleasantries , thanks and well wishes.”

Kim Lastuvka, Food Service Manager, 
Elaine Collins, Food Service Worker at 

Bretton Woods and Robin Montana, Re-
tired Cook at Bretton Woods
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     Jacqueline Pirro, Assistant to the Superintendent for Business and Operations said the following, 
“Since the first day of school closures on March 16th, Ms. Lastuvka has come in on a daily basis to 
prepare fresh meals.  The first few weeks of the grab and go program, two volunteers, Robin Fontana 
(Whitsons Retiree, 6/2019, former lead cook at Bretton Woods) and Elaine Collins (Current Whitsons 
employee at Bretton Woods) donated their time and energy to assist Ms. Lastuvka in preparing the 
meals a few days a week in the early hours of the morning.  In addition, two faculty/staff members per 
day continue to contribute their time on a volunteer basis and help distribute the grab and go meals.  
This has truly been a team effort with a fabulous food service director, Ms. Kim Lastuvka.  THANK 

Mike Caulin
Middle School 

Assistant Principal

YOU KIM & ALL THE VOLUNTEERS!”
     Kim Lastuvka is a Hauppauge resident.  Her hus-
band, Joe, was an Eagle as well as her four children; 
Shannon, Heather, Joseph and Michael.  Kim said, 
“Throughout my years here in Hauppauge I was very 
active in the PTA’s, Girl Scouts and religious education 
at our local church.  I started my job in Child Nutrition 
here at Hauppauge in 2003.”
     Recently, a few of our students reached out to Kim 
and her staff thanking them for bringing them healthy 
breakfasts and lunches.
     Thank you to Kim and her volunteers for continuing 
to supply these meals to our students.  

Lisa Dehler
High School
Library Aide



NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
IDENTIFIES HAUPPAUGE HIGH SCHOOL
AS A 2019-2020 RECOGNITION SCHOOL

  The New York State Education Department on April 23rd identified 582 
Recognition Schools as high achieving and high progress under New York’s 
Every Student Succeeds Act Plan.   Under the ESSA plan, Recognition 
Schools are those with high academic achievement and strong progress, that 
also perform acceptably for all subgroups for which they are accountable.  
This year’s designees represent 13 percent of New York State Public Schools.   
     “These are exemplary public schools that demonstrate that all students 
can achieve at high levels with the right supports and resources,” Board of 
Regents Chancellor Betty A. Rosa said, “Recognition Schools help to en-
sure equity for all children across New York State.  The Regents and I are 
grateful to all of the teachers and administrators who, in concerted effort 
with their school communities, are guiding our students toward success.”
        “Recognition schools are the highest performing and rapidly improv-
ing schools across the state,” Interim Commissioner Shannon Tahoe said, 
“Recognition Schools across the state demonstrate the relentless commitment of teachers, administrators, staff and 
parents, without whom this growth would not have been possible.”
     As stated in their announcement, to be identified as a Recognition School, a school must:
  -  have an acountability status of Good Standing;
  -  have a Level 4 for the Combined Composite Performance and Growth indicator for elementary and middle 
     schools or a Level 4 for the Combined Composite Performance and Graduation Rate for high schools for the 
     All Students group;
  -  not have a Level 1 for any accountability indicator (English language arts (ELA) and mathematics progress;     
  -  Chronic Absenteeism; 
  -  English language Proficiency; 
  -  College, Career, and Civic Readiness for High Schools) for the All Students group;
  -  not have any subgroups that were identified as Potential Targeted Support and Improvement (PTSI) based on 
     2018-19 school year results; and
  -  not have a 2018-19 Participation Rate for ELA or Math for the All Students group that is less than 95%.  If a 
      school did not have enough students to receive a participation rate, the school is still eligible to be identified 
      as a Recognition School.
    Each Recognition School will receive a certificate of recognition from the Commissioner. Hauppauge High 
School is one of the 212 High Schools recognized.
      Click here to read more on this achievement.

http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/state-education-department-identifies-582-recognition-schools


FOUR HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS
EARN PERFECT SCORES ON ACT TEST

     We are so proud to announce that four high school Juniors in the “Class of 2021” have earned perfect 
scores on the ACT!  They are:

Melody Cheng
Jalaj Mehta

Emma Vasilakopoulos
Alexander Vasilakopoulos

     High School Principal, Chris Cook, said with regard to this achievement, “Each year we are very 
fortunate to have students who work very hard and take advantage of the opportunities in front of 
them.  These four students understand that intelligence and hardwork feed each other.  Jalaj, Emma, 
Alex and Melody are very bright, and they work extremely hard.  I could tell a story about how each 
of them work so very hard and that they do not take their intelligence for granted.  However, it is just 
as easy to talk about how they are good people.  I am looking forward to monitoring each of their lives 
because they each have a chance to do very good things for this world!”
     Dr. Carolyn Probst, Assistant to the Superintendent for Educational Services and Student Outcomes, 
said the following regarding these perfect ACT scores, “About 2 million students take the ACT each 
year.  Less than one-half of 1 percent of those test takers earns a perfect score.  To have four students 
in one graduating class accomplish this feat is truly amazing.  What’s even more amazing is that these 
four students are all in the class of 2021, meaning they all earned perfect scores by about the mid-way 
point of eleventh-grade.  I’m very excited for what the college application process will look like for 
these students next fall.  Congratulations to the educators who work with these students – most of all, 
congratulations to the students and their families.”   
     Dr. Probst continued, “For three years now, Hauppauge has offered a school-day ACT to all eleventh-
graders.  The District budgets and pays for the exam fee for every eleventh-grade student.  Hauppauge 
is the only public school on Long Island that offers this opportunity to its students.  Giving the test on 
a school day and having the School Board and community’s support to cover exam fees removes any 
barrier a student could face to taking this college entrance exam.  Three of these four perfect scores 
were earned during our school-day exam in February, an incredible testament to the value and impor-
tance of Hauppauge’s decision to support school-day ACT testing.”    
     Congratulations to these academically talented students!
 

Melody
Cheng

Jalaj
Mehta

Emma
Vasilakopoulos

Alexander
Vasilakopoulos



SALUTE TO SENIORS
“CLASS OF 2020”

Abby Posillico will attend 
SUNY Cortland 

where she will study 
Childhood Education.  

Abby enjoyed participating in 
Varsity Gymnastics, 
the trip to Spain, and 

the Senior Class.  
Congratulations, Abby!

Angelina Mercurio will attend 
Boston University.  

Angelina is an AP Scholar, 
an IB Diploma candidate and a 

NYSCAME participant.  
Angelina enjoyed being a member of 

Drama Club, Chamber Choir, 
Tri-M Music Honor Society, 
and National Honor Society.  
Angelina was also an officer 

in the senior class.  
Congratulations, Angelina!

Continued on next page . . .



Erin Coiro will attend the 
University of Alabama 

where she will study 
Elementary Education.  

Erin has been a proud member of 
Hauppauge Varsity Kickline, 

National Honor Society, 
National Honor Society for the Dance 

Arts, and Spanish Honor Society.  
Congratulations, Erin!

 Ben Coiro will attend the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 

where he will study 
Biology on a Chancellor’s Scholarship.  

Ben has been a proud member of 
National Honor Society, 

Rho Kappa History Honor Society, and 
German Honor Society.  
Congratulations, Ben!

Continued on next page . . .



Benjamin Smith 
will attend the 

University of Rhode Island.  
Congratulations, Benjamin!

Christopher Bartone will attend 
SUNY Cortland 

where he will study 
Business and will pursue his dream of 

playing college football.  
Christopher was 

All-Division First Team for Football 
and received the 

Mackenzie Cadmus Resilience 
Award for Football and 

the Danny Kulungian Memorial Award 
for Basketball.  

During High School, 
Christopher enjoyed playing 

Varsity Football, Varsity Lacrosse, and 
Varsity Basketball, 

as well as participating in Ignition.  
Congratulations, Christopher!

Continued on next page . . .



Giovanna Buglione 
will attend 

St. Joseph’s College 
where she will study Education.  

Giovanna enjoyed 
participating in 

German Club during High School.  
Giovanna also danced competitively, 

earning many first place 
and title crowns and she plans 

to try out for the 
St. Joseph’s College Dance Team.  

Congratulations, Giovanna!

Grace Daddio will attend the 
University of Rhode Island 

where she will study 
Business on a 

Presidential Scholarship.  
Grace is Captain of the 

Varsity Gymnastics Team, 
a team she has been on 

since eighth-grade.  
Grace has also enjoyed being a 

member of 
National Honor Society 

and served as Vice President 
of the Class of 2020 

during ninth and tenth-grades.  
In Gymnastics, Grace received the 

Captain's Award and was also named 
All-League and All-American.  

Congratulations, Grace!

Continued on next page . . .



Madelyn Torres will attend 
SUNY Cortland 

where she will study 
Inclusive Childhood Education. Mad-

elyn was a member of 
the Varsity Basketball, 

Varsity Swim, and 
Varsity Golf teams.  

She also participated in 
Adapted Aquatics.  

Congratulations, Madelyn!

Olivia Mancuso will attend the 
University of Delaware 

where she will study 
Psychology.  

Congratulations, Olivia!

Continued on next page . . .



Toniann Losito 
will attend the 

Makeup Designory 
in New York City 

where she will study 
Makeup Artistry.  

In addition to graduating from 
Hauppauge High School, 

Toniann will also earn a diploma 
from Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
where she studied cosmetology

 for the past two years.  
Toniann has enjoyed participating in 

History Club 
and a private dance team.  
Congratulations, Toniann!

Tullio Vitellozzi 
will attend 

SUNY Alfred 
where he will study 

Digital Media and Animation.  
Tullio enjoyed playing in the 
Chamber Orchestra during 

High School.  
Congratulations, Tullio!

Continued on next page . . .



Ryan Levenberg 
will attend 

Hofstra University 
where he will study 

Mechanical Engineering 
and will play Division I Baseball 

for the Hofstra Pride.  
Ryan was 2X All-League 

in baseball, 
1X All-County in baseball, 

2X League-Champion in baseball, 
1X Academic All-League in baseball, 

3X League-Champion in soccer,  
and 2X County-Champion in soccer. 
Ryan enjoyed playing Varsity Soccer 
and Basketball for three years and 
Varsity Baseball for all four years 

of high school.  
Congratulations, Ryan!



     Forest Brook Elementary School is celebrating a win-
ner!  Fifth-grade student, Patrick Terzella, is the winner 
of the Earth Day Poster Contest!
     Forest Brook Principal, Dr. Kristen Reingold, said 
“Congratulations to fifth grade student, Patrick Terzella, 
for winning the Earth Day Poster contest!  Patrick shared 
an innovative way to protect our planet.  Great thinking, 
Patrick!”
     Dr. Robert Wankmuller, Director of Science, Tech-
nology and Research, also offered his congratulations to 
Patrick!
     Patrick’s poster is below.  Great job!
     

 

FOREST BROOK STUDENT IS WINNER OF
EARTH DAY POSTER CONTEST

Patrick Terzella
Forest Brook



     Students in Norell Agusti’s Spanish 2 High School class recently created wonderful “re-creations” 
of famous artwork for their Spanish class.  Thank you to Ms. Agusti and her students for sharing the 
beautiful results of this unique assignment!  

HIGH SCHOOL SPANISH LANGUAGE STUDENTS
CREATE BEAUTIFUL “RE-CREATIONS”

Laura 
Castronova

Catherine
Dau

“The Old Guitarist”
by Pablo Picasso

“The Milkmaid”
by Johannes Vermeer

Continued on next page . . .



Kelsey 
Hawkins

“Behind the Curtain”
by Georgiana Romanovna

Gianna 
Hennessy

Continued on next page . . .



Corrado Mazzuca

“Free & Leisure-10”
by Yue Minjun



     Forest Brook Principal, Kristen Reingold, recently reported the fol-
lowing regarding the 2020 U.S. MathSpace Growth Challenge:
     “Congratulations to our fourth and fifth grade students who took 
second place in the 2020 United States MathSpace Growth challenge.  
Over 200 schools and 10,000 students participated.  Our students 
earned a total of 3,470 points based on their effort and engagement.  
In addition to the trophy pictured, Forest Brook received a cash prize 
of $1,250 to purchase technology and manipulatives to support math-
ematics instruction. Congratulations to all of our students and their 
teachers for demonstrating dedication to their growth in math during 
this challenging time.”
     Below is a listing of the students who placed in the top ten from For-
est Brook:

Name               School Rank               Overall
Angelo DiCicco          1          7
Sophia Rowgowski      2          9
Katie Park                  3                                               24
Lillian Torres                            4                                               55
Brianna Camilleri                     5                                               63
Elias Rivas                                 6                                               65
Leila Noor                                 7                                               66
Ava Bilbo                                  8                                               72
Julianna Heck                           9                                               76
Troy Madison                          10                                              90

FOREST BROOK STUDENTS
EXCEL  IN THE MATHSPACE GROWTH CHALLENGE

Angelo 
DiCicco

Sophia
Rowgowski
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BRETTON WOODS  
KEEPS THE SPIRIT GOING

     Bretton Woods students, and staff, are keeping the spirit going with “Spirit Days!”  They recently 
held a Superhero Day, Crazy Hair Day, Light It Blue Day and Pajama Day.  Enjoy these photos!

Continued on next page . . .
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     The Hauppauge Athletic Department and Hauppauge High School are pleased to announce a fine 
group of Student-Athletes who have recently committed to continue their academic and athletic ca-
reers at the collegiate level next year.  These individuals have put in a tremendous amount of hard 
work to put themselves in this position and we thank them for their contributions to our school and 
community. 
     Congratulations to their families, teachers and coaches who have helped them along the way. This 
is a proud day for all of them. We wish these individuals the best of luck in their future endeavors and 
look forward to following their collegiate careers. Go Eagles!

Gia Arancio- Lacrosse- Smith College
Jennie Arancio- Lacrosse- Smith College

Chris Bartone- Football- Cortland
Dorian Boatswain- Track and Field- Point Park Univerisity
Tyler Charles- Track and Field- University of South Florida
Rebecca Clackett- Track and Field- Stony Brook University

Joe Esposito- Football- SUNY Morrisville
Joe Ferreri- Baseball- SUNY Purchase

Nico Gatien- Football- University of New Haven
Ryan Levenberg- Baseball- Hofstra University

Shannon Moleti- Track and Field- Cortland
Dan Mauriello- Football- Stony Brook University

Thomas Mitchell- Lacrosse- Nassau
Scott Petersen- Track and Field- Monmouth University

Sean Rorke- Diving- St. Bonaventure University
Dan Tellekamp- Baseball- Plattsburgh

Thomas Volpe- Wrestling- Sacred Heart University
Shannon Zembrzycki- Volleyball- Geneseo

HAUPPAUGE STUDENT ATHLETES
ANNOUNCE COLLEGE COMMITMENTS

Gia 
Arancio

 

Jennie 
Arancio

 

Chris
Bartone
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     High School Dance Teacher, Carolyn Cavuoto, has a dedicated group of students.  The HS dance 
classes are still busy at home, doing a mix of dancing, viewing and researching dance.  Below are some 
pictures of our dancers creating their own site specific dances and  making the most of where they are! 

HIGH SCHOOL DANCERS
DON’T STOP MOVING
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