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HAUPPAUGE SCHOOLS WELCOMES
NEW FACULTY AND STAFF !
This September began with not only our new and returning students, but also with new staff. Hauppauge
Public Schools welcomed a new group of teachers and administrative staff this year. We are honored to present here,
the newcomers to our Hauppauge family!
As you are all probably aware of by now, Hauppauge High School welcomed
new Principal, Christopher Cook. Originally from Long Island, Mr. Cook is a
graduate of Shoreham-Wading River High School. He comes to Hauppauge from
the Boston Preparatory Charter Public School of Boston, Massachusetts, where
he was the Principal for the last three years. In total, he has been a Principal for
six years. Mr. Cook has also taught writing and history and earned his Bachelor’s
degree from Northeastern University and a Master’s Degree in School Leadership
from Harvard University. Mr. Cook is the father of three young children and he
and his wife have returned to Long Island to raise their family and join the HPS
Christopher Cook
community. When not working, Mr. Cook enjoys being with his family, playing
Principal
or watching basketball, discussing politics and leadership, exercising and getting to
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know Suffolk County again.
Hauppauge High School also welcomed this year a new Assistant Principal,
Kristy Pagliari. Before coming to Hauppauge, Ms. Pagliari was the Assistant Principal of Edmund W. Miles Middle School in Amityville. Prior to her tenure in
Amityville, Ms. Pagliari was the Science Curriculum Associate for North Babylon
UFSD, and before becoming an Administrator, she taught high school level Science for 12 years, mostly AP and Regents Chemistry, as well as Science Research.
Ms. Pagliari grew up in Smithtown and attended Smithtown High School when
it was centralized as one school. She eventually settled back down in Smithtown
and now her children attend the schools that she went to. Outside of school, Ms.
Pagliari enjoys spending time with her husband and children and watching them
play sports. She enjoys traveling, snow skiing, snorkeling and being on the water
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whether it is water skiing, tubing or fishing. She also loves watching professional
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sports, particularly baseball and football.
Ms. Pagliari said she chose to work here because, “Hauppauge has such an outstanding reputation for its exceptional academic programs, sports, and theatre. At a conference last May, I had the opportunity to see Ms. Pinkus’
students perform, and it really sparked my interest in Hauppauge. I began looking into the schools, and when the
opening was posted I knew this was the opportunity I had to bring my knowledge and skills to this District. While I
loved my last school, I wanted to continue learning and Hauppauge has a wealth of student services I was really interested in exploring. I feel many of the philosophies and goals for the students in Hauppauge were very similar to my
own and practices that I had built, and that the District would be a great fit for me.”

Hauppauge High School also welcomed several new teachers to it’s staff.
Dominique Donnelly is teaching 9th and 10th grade Special Education and
English at the high school. She is from Lindenhurst and previously taught
in the Massapequa School District. In her spare time, Mrs. Donnelly likes to
crochet and read. She said she chose Hauppauge for the following reasons, “I
believe in the mission statement of the District. It is important to encourage
every student to reach their fullest potential and that is my own personal goal as
a teacher.” Mrs. Donnelly is a new bride, having been married over the summer
to her husband, Keith!
Alexandra Bacotti is teaching English/Special Education at the high school.
She has previously taught at Rockville Centre. Ms. Bacotti is from Massapequa.
In her spare time, she loves to read, sing and spend time with her friends and
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family. Ms. Bacotti said the following when asked why she chose Hauppauge,
with new husband, Keith
“When I first walked through the doors of the high school, I felt comfortable
in the building and was impressed by the welcoming nature of the students, teachers, and administrators as well as
the overall atmosphere of the school. I love the emphasis Hauppauge places on collaboration, fostering creativity, and
promoting an inclusive environment for students, which is why I am thrilled to teach in this school district.”
Patrick Faivre is a Social Studies teacher. He is teaching 9th and 10th
grade Global History. Mr. Faivre previously taught at Newton High School
in Connecticut, Kingswood Elementary in Arizona and Fordham High
School for the Arts in the Bronx. Mr. Faivre grew up in Miller Place. In
his spare time, he enjoys running, reading and spending time with his nieces
and nephews. In choosing the Hauppauge School District, Mr. Faivre said,
“I chose Hauppauge because of it’s wonderful reputation for high academic
excellence and it’s well-respected staff and administration.”
Tiffany Vassallo is teaching Math at the high school. She previously taught
at Northport High School. She resides in Northport. In her spare time, Ms.
Vassallo enjoys relaxing at the beach and spending time with friends. When
asked why she joined Hauppauge, Ms. Vassallo said, “I did a leave replacement here last year and love the District and the people who work here.”
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Karrie Turner is teaching ENL (English as a New Language) at the high
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school. She previously taught in the New York City DOE in Hollis, Queens
as an 8th grade Spanish and ENL teacher at a middle school. Ms. Turner
also taught at the Ivy League School in Smithtown for one year as a Spanish
teacher. Ms. Turner grew up in Centereach and now lives in Hewlett. Ms.
Turner is a new “Dog Mom” and enjoys walking her Shih Tzu, Ellie. She
also likes to spend time with her family and friends. Ms. Turner said this
about joining the Hauppauge Public Schools, “I grew up in Suffolk County
and always heard from friends and coworkers how amazing Hauppauge was.
I also like the diversity that is beginning in our district and that brought
me back to teaching on Long Island. Hauppauge provides the feeling of a
‘family’ with all of the events and community that there is here. I wanted to
work in a place I could call ‘home’ and thus far, Hauppauge has not disappointed!”
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Elizabeth Burkhard is teaching Social Studies/Special Education Global 9
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Self-Contained, Participation in Government and Economics at Hauppauge
HS. She previously taught at Garden City HS, Oyster Bay Junior/Senior
HS and Seaford HS. Ms. Burkhard is from Wantagh and likes to snowboard, run and go to the beach in the summer.
Ms. Burkhard said she chose Hauppauge “Because of the excellent academic reputation for all students.”

Hauppauge Middle School also has several new teachers joining their
staff. Marisa Femia is teaching ENL at the Middle School. This is her
second year teaching. Ms. Femia previously taught at Smithtown, Accompsett Middle School as an ENL Teaching Assistant. She is from Kings Park,
but lives in the Smithtown School District. In her spare time she likes to
read, take her puppy for walks on the trail and spend time with her family.
Ms. Femia said she chose Hauppauge because, “From the very beginning of
my interview process, I could tell that Hauppauge was a very special place.
I love how welcoming everyone is, and how tight-knit the community is.
My favorite part about Hauppauge is the growth mindset that the teachers
and students have because we can accomplish so much together. I am very
thankful to be here!”
Marisa Femia
Elisa Steininger is teaching Reading at the Middle School. She previously
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taught in South Huntington for four years, but her first Reading position
before that was as a leave replacement at Bretton Woods here in Hauppauge.
Ms. Steininger is from Northport. In her spare time she loves to spend time with
her two sons, Brody who is three and Cameron who is one. She said in choosing
Hauppauge, “This is where I started my career and it has always felt like home.
Hauppauge also has such a great reputation for its academics and quality of education. I love that the students in Hauppauge are challenged to push themselves
and are provided with the tools they need to be successful and do great things.”
Pamela Ricotta is a Social Worker at the Middle School. Ms. Ricotta previously worked at
MercyFirst for twelve years. She lives in North
Bellmore. When asked about what she likes to
do in her spare time, Ms. Ricotta said that she
has a seven year old and a ten year old, so spare
time is limited, but she likes to run and also
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works part-time as a personal trainer. She is curMiddle School
rently training for the New York City Marathon
this coming November. When asked why she
joined Hauppauge, Ms. Ricotta said “A former
colleague from MercyFirst works in the Middle
School and told me wonderful things about
the Hauppauge District, so when I saw a Social
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Work position at the Middle School, I was very
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excited to apply.”
Rachel Quinn is a new 5th grade General Education teacher at Bretton Woods Elementary School. She previously taught at Forest Brook Elementary School in a 2nd
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grade leave replacement position. Ms. Quinn grew up in Smithtown and attended
Bretton Woods
Hauppauge schools. In her spare time she loves to read, go for bike rides, walk her
puppy and try new restaurants. In choosing the Hauppauge School District, Ms.
Quinn said, “Hauppauge School District is the place that I found my love for learning. It is a rewarding feeling to be
a teacher in a community that is so close to my heart.”
Nicole Treanor is teaching Reading at the Pines, Forest Brook and Bretton Woods Elementary Schools. She previously taught in New York City for twelve years. She taught grades K, 1, 2 and 5 and was also a Reading Recovery
teacher and an AIS Reading teacher. Ms. Treanor is originally from North Babylon and now lives in Melville with
her family. In her spare time, she likes to spend time with her family in Vermont, play soccer, do jigsaw puzzles, read
alone and to her children and bake. Ms. Treanor said why she chose Hauppauge, “After meeting with Administration
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and realizing the importance they place on educating our youngest learners
in reading and writing, continuing the professional development of teachers
and their commitment to the community as a whole. I’ve felt at home since
my first interview.”
Kelly Kuerner is teaching fifth grade at the Pines Elementary School. She
said she has been working within the Hauppauge School District for the past
two-and-a-half years. Ms. Kuerner began her student teaching in 2017 at
the Pines, followed by a leave replacement position in first grade at the Pines
during the 2017-18 school year. Ms. Kuerner is from Lake Grove. In her
spare time she loves to read, travel, compete in triathlons and coach Lacrosse.
She said she chose to work in the Hauppauge School District because of the
incredible sense of community.
We are happy to have this wonderful group of admnistrators, teachers and
a new social worker join our Hauppauge family!

OUR HAUPPAUGE ATHLETIC TEAMS
ARE OFF TO A GREAT START!

HERE IS THE EARLY FALL SEASON RUN-DOWN!

Football - The Varsity Football Team is currently 2-1 posting big victories over Rocky Point and Amityville to

start the season before dropping their first game of the season to Islip last Saturday. The Eagles return to action this
Saturday when they travel to West Babylon.

Girls Volleyball - Followed up a strong showing on their season-opening trip to a tournament in Orlando
with a 3-1 start to the season. The team’s only setback came to first place Eastport in a hard-fought match.

Boys Volleyball - The defending County Champs are off to a 4-1 start on the season. The only loss on the
season coming to Division 1 Smithtown East.

Boys Golf - The Boys Golf Team is off to a 1-3 start on the season but Coach Atkinson has his young team
poised for big things in the future.

Gymnastics - off to a 2-2 start posting victories over Hampton Bays and Harborfields
Cross Country - Both the Boys and Girls Cross Country teams are off to fast starts will neither team dropping a contest to date. The Boys have taken down Harborfields and Islip while the Girls opened up the season by
defeating Harborfields

Girls Swimming - Posted a victory over Lindenhurst to get their season started
Girls Tennis - 5-2 record in League II.
Girls Soccer - Raced out to a great start by posting a 5-1 record dropping only a 1-0 decision to Shoreham-

Wading River.

Boys Soccer - The defending County Champs have posted a perfect start to the season with a 7-0 record in-

cluding a win over the defending Class B State Champs. Senior Shawn Coles has been named to the All-American
Watch List.

HAUPPAUGE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE NAMED AS
THE NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
ANNOUNCES “COMMENDED STUDENTS”
Hauppauge High School Principal, Christopher Cook, announced today that students Linette Kunin and Jared
T. Shelby, have been named as Commended Students in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship Program. A Letter of
Commendation from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts the program, was presented by the principal to these scholastically talented seniors.
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About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional academic
promise. Although they will not continue in the 2019 competition for National Merit Scholarship Awards, Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 million students who entered the 2019
competition by taking the 2017 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®️).
“The young men and women being named Commended Students have demonstrated outstanding potential for
academic success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC. “These students represent a valuable national resource;
recognizing their accomplishments, as well as the key role their schools play in their academic development, is vital
to the advancement of educational excellence in our nation. We hope that this recognition will help broaden their
educational opportunities and encourage them as they continue their pursuit of academic success.”
Congratulations to these academically talented students!

BRETTON WOODS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
HAS A “SPECIAL AMBASSADOR” WHO IS FIGHTING TO
“WHIP” PEDIATRIC CANCER!

September is “Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month.” Bretton Woods second grade student, Gianna Lorusso,
has a personal inspiration in bringing this program to her school. Her brother, Nicolas, has been diagnosed with cancer and Gianna wants to help him and so many other children who are battling this disease.
Gianna was named an Ambassador to represent the “Hearts
of Gold” program. A special letter from her was sent home with
the students. Here is an small excerpt, “I was inspired to bring this
program to Bretton Woods because, unfortunately, pediatric cancer has hit home with my little brother, Nicolas. I have seen what
Nicolas and other kids go through on my visits to the hopsital. It
makes me feel so sad that there is no cure for cancer. I wish children didn’t have to suffer this way.” Paper hearts went home with
students to decorate. They were asked to decorate the hearts and
return them with a small donation.
Gianna Lorusso
The school is proudly displaying all of the gold hearts on a
George Gagliardi
special bulletin board. All proceeds will go directly to “Memorial
Principal
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center” to fund and research a cure.
Students and staff all wore gold yesterday to show their support and to raise awareness for Pediatric Cancer. A
special thank you to Lori Ann Postilio, a family friend of the Lorusso’s. Lori Ann has been kind enough to work on
this program at Bretton Woods and she came in and assembled the “Hearts of Gold” bulletin board.
To learn more about the “Hearts of Gold” program, or if you wish to make an online donation, please visit
http://whippediatriccancer.org. Gianna’s letter closed with “Together we can make a difference! Thank you so very
much!” As of today, September 28th, with the efforts of Gianna, Faculty, staff and students, Bretton Woods has
raised $1,658! Awesome !!!
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