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SOARING EAGLES ...

I’d like to begin by thanking the Board of Education for making it 
possible for me to come back to Hauppauge. Being part of this wonderful 
community is a privilege indeed!

To the parents… I understand the emotions you are experiencing 
right now. I understand your pride and excitement… The sense of 
accomplishment… I feel your tiny bit of sadness as you think where has 
the time gone and how did this happen so quickly... I congratulate you 
and I commend you. You have raised mature, respectful and happy 
young adults who are accepting of themselves and others.

To the class of 2017 I thank you for being so warm and welcoming as I 
returned to Hauppauge. You very quickly reminded me of why Hauppauge 
is so special. I have enjoyed getting to know many of you and watching you 
pursue your many interests. It has been my pleasure to be on the sidelines or 
in the dugouts and in the gymnasium to watch you compete. I have been 
blown away by your performances in “The Laramie Project” and “The 
Boy Friend.” I have been equally impressed by your concerts, your singing 
and your dancing, and your ability to build fast-moving robots! You‘ve 
made some pretty big accomplishments in the classroom as well. And… 
you all looked fabulous at your prom two days ago.

I’d like to ask you, especially as you prepare to take on new challenges, 
to consider a few ideas.

First, please consider the fact that happiness comes before success in the 
dictionary. This makes sense because, according to Harvard Professor 
Shawn Achor: “Happiness is the precursor to success.” Happiness and 
optimism actually fuel performance and achievement… Happiness 

actually gives you a competitive edge, because it turns out our brains are 
literally hardwired to perform at their best not when they are negative, 
or even neutral, but when they are positive. Happiness leads to success 
in almost every domain, including work, health, friendship, sociability, 
creativity and energy.

Where the dictionary has it wrong is in regard to success and work. In 
real life, success does not come before work! Success in life requires grit. 
University of Pennsylvania Researcher Angela Duckworth defi nes grit as 
“passion and persistence over the long haul.” There is no such thing as an 
overnight success.

To our students in the Class of 2017, I congratulate you today on your 
achievements. As you leave Hauppauge High School, be sure to capitalize 
on the Happiness Advantage, get gritty and always remember that work 
comes before success.

You were raised in a fantastic community and are soon to be Hauppauge 
High School graduates. Your responsibility from this point forward, in 
the words of General Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., the nation’s highest ranking 
military offi cer, is to “use your agile minds, bold ideas and unlimited 
potential to show the world what RIGHT looks like.”

Service to Our Nation 

The superintendent concluded his Commencement Address by 
recognizing the following Class of 2017 students: Abigail Andino, 
Army; Dominic Antignano, Army; Matthew Jones, Navy; Dean 
Marandos, Coast Guard; Joe Mendizabal, Marines; Eric Ortiz, Army; 
Amy Petrocelli, Army ROTC; Christian Rameau, Army; Jake Rella, 
Army; and Steven Smocer, Marines.

These young men and women will in short time take an oath to support 
and defend the Constitution of the United States as members of the 
United States Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marines and Navy. They 
have chosen to make personal sacrifi ces in order to protect our safety, 
liberties and way of life.

I’d like to be among the fi rst to thank you for your service to our nation 
and for the protection you soon will provide countless Americans.

Sincerely,
Dennis P. O’Hara, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Excerpt of 2017 Commencement Remarks by
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara
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ongratulations to

The fi rst days of summer set the stage as proud family members – along with dedicated teachers and administrators – gathered together 
to celebrate the Class of 2017 as they received their diplomas at Hauppauge High School’s June 23, 2017 Commencement Ceremony. 
Some graduates will continue their educational journey by attending colleges and universities all across our great nation. Others will join 
the workforce as they strive to fi nd their own piece of the American Dream. Still others will serve in our nation’s armed forces protecting 
our rights here and abroad.

As we bid you farewell, please know that the entire Hauppauge School District community is very proud your hard work and achievements 
during your years with us. We wish you every success and great joy wherever your journey may take you.

NEW HORIZONS

An amazing evening was enjoyed by all at Hauppauge High School’s Senior 
Prom, which was held on June 21, 2017 at Eastwind in Wading River.

“My message for the class of 2017 is very 
simple: go for it! You are about to cast off 
into the unknown. And it can sometimes 
seem scary. But you’ve got great assets: a 
great education at Hauppauge High School, 
and loving families that will have your 
back through thick and thin. So garner up 
the courage and strength to put aside your 
doubts, take a chance… and if you do… 
it is my hope, it is my prayer, and indeed 
it is my confi dence that you will fi nd true 
success and joy. So, to the graduates I say: 
Congratulations. Good Luck. Godspeed. 
And don’t forget – go for it!” 
— U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer

An amazing evening was enjoyed by all at Hauppauge High School’s Senior An amazing evening was enjoyed by all at Hauppauge High School’s Senior 

Face-fi rst with no word of what is to come
The fragile strings of our memories

have wound and wound around one another
for years.

Becoming taut at times
with the gentle fi bers of others.
There are knots in our strings

where others intersect our own,
and it is there we must seek clarity.

We are lifting off
It’s all happening too quickly

and yet it couldn’t happen any faster.
We welcome you.

You, Future.
Wonderful and wide.
Vast and complicated.

Our strings.
Unwinding and tying tighter.

Taught to be taut.
Wound up and swaying in the breeze

which will carry us
onward unto our Destiny.

— Matthew Cullen

Untitled, Much Akin to 
Our Future!

U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer



    
the Class of 2017

Fourteen Hauppauge Seniors Receive NYS Seal of Bileracy
Hauppauge High School is proud to announce that 14 graduating seniors in the Class of 2017 received the NYS Seal of 
Biliteracy on their High School diplomas, indicating that they have demonstrated literacy in more than one language. 
It is our hope that an increasing number of students will work toward earning this Seal, which signifi es that they have a 
critical skill for today’s global economy.

Congratulations to our fi rst cohort of NYS Seal of Biliteracy recipients: Michael Campi, Matthew Cullen, Michelle Gee, 
Brendan Ilnitzki, Dana Liuzzo, Robert Martino, Kevin Michels, Angela Musco, Jillian Ortiz, Amy Petrocelli, Rebecca 
Proscia, Halle Russo, Joshua Torres and Zi Men (Bill) Yang.

Angela Musco, 
Class of 2017 Valedictorian 

Class of 2017 Valedictorian Angela Musco 
will participate in the Honors College 
and the Scholars for Medicine Program 
(eight-year medical program) at Stony 
Brook University. She will major in biology 
with a focus in neurobiology and a minor 
in Spanish. With a weighted GPA of 
104.10, some of Angela’s accolades include: 
National Merit Commended Scholar, 
International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) 

recipient, AP Scholar, National Honor Society member, Interact 
Club president, National Spanish Honor Society and Spanish 
Club vice president, Ethics Bowl/Debate Club treasurer and IB 
CAS secretary. She also received many awards, highlighted by the: 
President’s Volunteer Service Award, Science Department Award, 
Spanish Honor Society Award, New York State Comptroller’s 
Achievement Award, President’s Academic Achievement Award, 
Teacher Association of New York State Award, and Doctors of 
Tomorrow. Beyond scholastics, she volunteered in the Pre-Surgical 
Department of Stony Brook Hospital and organized and partici-
pated in Safe Halloween; nursing home visits; blood drives; beach 
clean-ups; and fundraisers for autism, the Guide Dog Foundation 
and the American Heart Association. School Counselor Danielle 
Montera described Angela as: “diligent, compassionate and an 
exceptional scholar. She doesn’t shy away from an academic 
challenge or look for an easy way out… Angela is not afraid to step 
up and work hard to become something bigger than herself.” This 
tenacity was echoed in Angela’s Commencement Address where she 
stated: “We all will be taking different paths after graduation. Like 
on any journey, there will be detours and roadblocks along the way. 
Most of the time, these detours will lead us to our destinations, but 
there will be times when we are going to need to go off the road 
and create our own paths to get to where we want to be. This can 
get scary at times, but we need to have the confi dence in ourselves 
to know we can make it. We need to remember that just about any 
obstacle can be overcome with dedication and hard work.”
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Rachel Black, 
Class of 2017 Salutatorian 

Class of 2017 Salutatorian Rachel Black 
will attend the University of Notre Dame 
in the fall to study mathematics with a 
concentration in life science. With a 
weighted GPA of 103.83, Rachel held 
many important positions at Hauppauge 
High School, including: Student Council 
president, Science Olympiad president and 
treasurer, German Club/Honor Society 
president and treasurer, National Honor 

Society treasurer, among others. She also received numerous 
academic awards, including: PTSA Scholarship Award, National 
Honor Society Award, President’s Academic Achievement Award, 
Hauppauge Educational Foundation Academic Scholarship, 
Senator John J. Flanagan Achievement Award, American Association 
of Teachers of German Award, and others. In addition to her 
impressive scholastic achievements, Rachel is a talented athlete 
who served as captain of the Cross Country, Winter and Spring 
Track teams. She received the Physical Education Department’s 
Suffolk Zone Award, Coach’s Award and Character Award for her 
outstanding contributions. School Counselor Kathleen Bartlett 
described Rachel’s genuine love of learning as most impressive. 
“Rachel works as hard as she does because she values her education 
and sincerely wants to learn. She always goes above and beyond 
the minimum that is expected of her and continuously challenges 
herself to improve,” Ms. Bartlett stated. She also described Rachel 
as a remarkably humble woman who “treats everyone she meets 
with a sense of sincere kindness.” Rachel validated her counselor’s 
description in her Commencement Address quoting Blaise Pascal, 
a French philosopher and one of her favorite mathematicians, who 
said: “kind words do not cost much, yet they accomplish much.” 
Rachel also advised her classmates to: “continue to do the good 
works that we have learned to do here in Hauppauge no matter 
where your life takes you. Doing good is easy, and it does not require 
anything but a little bit of kindness from within. And you get a lot 
more out of it than what you put in, whereas most things in life you 
get out only what you put into it.”
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Colleges and Universities

Class of 2017 graduates will attend some of the nation’s most 
prestigious colleges and universities in the fall. The following 
are some of the educational institutions Hauppauge’s newest 
grads will attend.

Adelphi; Boston College; Boston University; University 
of Central Florida; The Culinary Institute of America; 
University of Delaware; Drexel; Duke; FIT; Flagler; Florida 
Atlantic; Fordham; Franklin Pierce; Georgia Southern; 
University of Hartford; Hartwick; High Point; Hofstra; 
Ithaca; James Madison; Johnson & Wales; LIU Post; Loyola 
University of Maryland; University of Maine; University 
of Maryland, College Park; Molloy College; NYU; 
Northeastern; University of Notre Dame; Pace; Penn State; 
PSU Brandywine; University of Pennsylvania; Providence; 
Purdue; Quinnipiac; University of Rhode Island; Sacred 
Heart; Salisbury; Salve Regina; San Diego State University; 
Sarah Lawrence College; Savannah College of Art and 
Design; University of Scranton; Seton Hall; Siena; Springfi eld; 
St. John’s; St. Joseph’s; SUNY Albany, Alfred, Binghamton, 
Brockport, Buffalo, Cortland, Farmingdale, Geneseo, New 
Paltz, Oneonta, Oswego, Plattsburgh; Polytechnic Institute, 
Potsdam, Purchase and Stony Brook; Syracuse; Towson; Tufts; 
Villanova; Virginia Tech; University of Virginia; among others.

Hauppauge is pleased to congratulate the following members 
of our School District community upon their retirement.

Instructional
Alice Hersh, Teaching Assistant, Forest Brook Elementary
Susan Gold, Special Education, Middle School
Karen Alexander, Reading, Pines Elementary
Lauren Raiten, Reading, Forest Brook/Pines/Middle School
Margaret Vaccaro, Nurse, Middle School
Carol Russo, Speech, Middle School
William Maida, Physical Education, High School
Lynne Murphy, Special Education, Middle School
Lucille Taylor, Grade 6, Middle School
Mirjana Ellis, English, High School
Catherine Church, Teaching Assistant, High School

Non-Instructional
Grace Marek, Senior Clerk Typist, Bretton Woods
Diane Aglialoro, Senior Stenographer, High School
Christine Rapacki, School Teacher Aide, Bretton Woods
Rose Sweeney, Head Bus Driver, District Offi ce
Jeffrey Noonan, Guard, Districtwide
Susan Schoepe, Secretary to the Superintendent, District Offi ce
Maureen Fery, Hall Monitor, High School

The Hauppauge School District community offers each of 
you our sincere gratitude for your dedication through the 
years to facilitate a safe, welcoming and nurturing educational 
experience for all of our students. The District also wishes each 
one of you every success, good health and great joy in all your 
future endeavors.

Thank You and Congratulations for a Job Well Done!

Class of 1997 Hauppauge High School Alumna Elisa 
DiStefano was named the Distinguished Alumni of 
the Year for 2017. Elisa is an entertainment journalist, 
versatile host and seasoned, award-winning features 
reporter. With experience in live and breaking news, 
she reports regularly on the red carpet and at celebrity 
events featuring A-list talent. Elisa has been honored for 
her work on her weekly animal adoption segment and also 
was named Humanitarian of the Year by the American 
Cancer Society. She enjoys volunteering her time to help 
a variety of causes and hosts many charity events. She is a 
graduate of Boston University College of Communication 
and a Delta Gamma alum.

2017 Distinguished Alumna 
Elisa DiStefano



Moving Up

Three hundred and eleven 8th grade students proudly participated in the 
Hauppauge Middle School Moving Up Ceremony on June 21, 2017. 
Principal Maryann Fletcher offered the following words (among others) 
to the future Hauppauge High School Class of 2021:

…here we go with a few words of wisdom. I hope you will be as invested 
in your success as those who love you. I hope you will seek out challenges and 
try, really try, to do your best. I hope when you face an obstacle you will tell 
yourself that you just haven’t been able to do it yet and then you will fi nd 
a way to make it happen by persevering. I hope that you will remember 
to be helpful and kind. I hope that you will make high school and this 
world a better place with your unique talents and interests. With something 
to think about, this is Mrs. Fletcher…Make it a Great Lifetime or Not…
The Choice is Yours!

Mrs. Fletcher was joined by Superintendent of Schools Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara; Assistant Superintendents James J. Stucchio, 
Joseph C. Tasman and Dr. Donald B. Murphy; Board President David Barshay; Board Vice President Rob Scarito; Board Members 
Michael Buscarino, Dr. Lawrence Crafa, Gary Fortmeyer, James Kiley and Stacey Weisberg; Assistant Principal Daniel Wald; 
Administrative Assistant Michele Aversano; PTA President Chrissy Merendino; and Guidance Counselor Andrea Olivero in 
wishing the wonderful teens every success.

Following are some highlights of wisdom that Student Speakers Lauren Heberer and Tyler Rutley shared with their classmates:

Lauren Heberer

Ever since walking through the middle school doors on the fi rst day of 6th grade we have been taught many important life lessons. To use our 
voice. To be respectful. To take on any new challenge, and to follow the rules of R.I.C.E., which stands for respect, impulse control, compassion 
and equity. Some ways we have used these life lessons is trying out for new sports teams, participating in or starting any club you can dream of, 
making new friends, and staying focused all year long to reach our short-term goals…All these things gave us a closer insight to the world we 
live in and what we want to contribute to it.

Most importantly, we saw how to be good people because of watching positive role models demonstrating these acts throughout these past three 
years. Every teacher, administrator, coach, parent and student along the way has paved a path for us to follow. They have shown us that this 
school is a safe place for us to express our feelings and to be ourselves.

Tyler Rutley

I do have some advice that I have been told about going into high school: Be humble, be kind and be respectful. Also, you have to always 
work hard, don’t take things for granted and get involved. The opportunities that lie ahead are endless and I can only hope for the very best 
to everyone. 

So as we end this chapter of our lives and leave our middle school days behind us, we open a new chapter. Although we don’t know what is 
ahead of us, the one thing we can be sure of is that we are all in this journey together and there is no one else I would rather do that with then 
all of you, my classmates. Watch out Hauppauge High School - ready or not…here we come.

Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program for three- and four-year-olds takes place at Forest Brook Elementary School, 
Lilac Lane, Smithtown, NY. The session hours are: 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. The developmental 
curriculum encourages a child’s creativity, social skills and expands on his/her readiness skills that will be transitional 
into the Hauppauge kindergarten program. Please contact SCOPE at 631-360-0800, extension 133, for additional 
information or to register for fall 2017.

Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program
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Stepping Up

Parents, siblings, grandparents, Board of Education members, administrators, teachers and 
staff gathered together to celebrate an important milestone in the lives of Hauppauge School 
District’s youngest students – the completion of their elementary school years at Pines, Forest 
Brook and Bretton Woods.

Approximately 100 students Stepped Up at Pines Elementary School on June 19, 2017. In 
her address to those gathered in celebration, Pines Principal Claudine DiMuzio described that 
her “speech is very special to me because the group of students we are celebrating today are the 
fi rst group of kindergarten students that I have had the honor to serve as their principal, and 
what an honor indeed it has been for me to watch them grow into the kind, 
thoughtful and inquisitive people they are today.”

Forest Brook Principal Kristen Reingold recognized the transitional step in the 
young students’ lives as they Stepped Up on June 20, 2017 and wished “each 
and every one of you the ability to exercise your own courage in the many years 
ahead of you. You have made us proud and my wish is for each of you to lead 
fulfi lling lives as you pursue your very own dreams. Believe in yourself, and you 
will be successful. Set a goal and you will achieve it. Work hard and you will be 
outstanding.”

At the June 21, 2017 Bretton Woods Stepping Up 
ceremony, Principal George Gagliardi shared the 
following message with the attendees: “Remember 
the words of both Rohan Murphy and K-Rob 
(motivational guest speakers) on your transition to 
middle school and beyond. You have made us proud 
and you should be proud of yourselves. My goal is 
for each and every one of you to go ahead, stand tall 
and see effort as the journey to success as you pursue 
your very own dreams.”

Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program
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