
Process Paper 
  
What is a process paper? 
A process paper describes how you conducted your research and created your entry. It is NOT a summary of 
your topic. The purpose of the process paper is to give your teachers a better idea of how you went about 
creating your project. If you had a unique research experience or an interesting reason that you chose your 
topic, highlight it in your process paper. 

  

 Important: 
● If you are doing an exhibit, documentary, performance, or website YOU MUST have a process paper. 

 
● The Historical Paper category does not require a process paper. 

  
● If you are working with a partner you need one process paper per project. You must write from the 

perspective of both partners and your paper should contain words like “we” and “our” to reflect that you 
both contributed to the project. 

  
When to Write Your Process Paper 
Toward the end of the process. Since the paper describes the process you went through to do your research 
and create your entry, you have to be far enough along in your project to write it.  
  
Writing the Paper 
The process paper doesn't need to be as formal as your NHD project itself. It’s okay to write in first person and 
use words like "I" and "we" when talking about your project. Use proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling! 
 

Your process paper can be a maximum of 500 words. You should be close to the 500 word 
limit! 

  
Your paper should include four paragraphs: 
 
Paragraph #1: How you selected your topic: 
Explain how you selected your topic. 

 
Paragraph #2: How you conducted your research: 
Explain how you conducted your research. For example, was it difficult to find primary sources for your topic? 
Where did you go to find your sources? 
 

Paragraph #3: How you selected your presentation category and created your project: 

Explain how you selected your presentation category and created your project. 
 
Paragraph #4: How your topic fits this year’s theme: 
Explain how your project relates to the NHD theme and why your topic is significant in history. Make sure that 
your theme connection and thesis are clear in your project itself, as well as in your process paper. This 
paragraph is often the most important part of your process paper. 
  An example of a process paper is included on the next page. The theme that year was “Turning Points in History” which is 
reflected in the final paragraph. You need to emphasize “Taking a Stand”. 



Example process paper: 

 When I saw “The Erie Canal and its Impact” on the suggestion sheet, it was automatically one of my 

top five choices. My grandparents live in Erie, PA and I’v 

e been there many times. I decided on the Erie Canal because I wanted to have some kind of connection 

to my topic. I’d heard of the Erie Canal but didn’t know exactly what it was or its importance. I ultimately 

chose to do my project on the Erie Canal to educate myself and to share information with everyone about this 

engineering marvel.  

My research was started by finding all of the books I could in our school library and using them on our 

work time. I continued on to online resources at home, starting mostly with databases. I wrote down most of the 

things on index cards that were interesting, not repeats, or proved that it was a turning point. After the state 

contest I looked to interviews, videos, the public library, and primary sources. I knew these would end up being 

important and would give me a variety of sources.  

I chose the exhibit because it allows me to be more creative and crafty than other categories. The first 

area of my board I worked on was my writing and thesis statement because the content is the most important. I 

painted my board and cut out boats then die cut my title and found the pictures I wanted to use in my display. 

After everything was cut or printed out and my board was painted, I taped and glued everything on and added 

trees, houses, and some more pictures to enhance the whole look of my board.  

The Erie Canal proved to be a turning point to me for many reasons with the most important being that it 

expanded America westward. It allowed us to move past the Appalachians and ship goods much faster and 

cheaper. The Erie Canal revolutionized 19th century transportation and made advances to the today’s 

transportation. This canal was important to America as a whole, but also individually as it brought over Irish 

immigrants and created jobs for them and others. It sparked the whole Canal Era where thousands of miles of 

canals were built across America in the 1820’s through 1850. Today, the Erie Canal is part of the New York 

State Canal System that acts as a transportation route between the Great Lakes and Atlantic Provinces. Interest 



in the canal has been revived as efforts have been put in to restore the canal and boats have been recreated to 

give tours. 


