
Name (s): NHD MS PERFORMANCE RUBRIC 

 Superior     10 Excellent      9 Good    8 Satisfactory    7 Needs Improvement    6 

Thesis Statement -thesis statement is present 
-All information works to support 
thesis 

-thesis statement is present 
-Most information works to support 
thesis 

-thesis statement is present 
-Some information works to 
support thesis 

-thesis statement is present but 
unclear 
-little information works to 
support thesis  

-thesis is not present 
-information does not work to 
support thesis 

Historical Context 
(background) 

-Shows clear understanding of 
historical context (background) 
-Includes cause/effect relationships 

-Shows understanding of historical 
context (background) 
-Includes cause/effect relationships 

-Shows some understanding of 
historical context (background) 
-Includes some cause/effect 
relationships 

-Shows little understanding of 
historical context (background) 
-Includes some cause/effect 
relationships or includes 
irrelevant content 

-Shows little or no understanding of 
historical context (background) 
-Includes little or no cause/effect 
relationships or includes irrelevant 
content 

Relation to Theme -Project shows clear understanding 
of topic in relation to theme  

-Project shows  understanding of topic in 
relation to theme 

-Project shows some 
understanding of topic in relation 
to theme 

-Project shows limited 
understanding of topic in relation 
to theme 

-Project shows no understanding of 
topic in relation to theme 

Short-Long Term 
Impacts 

-All facts show direct connection to 
immediate/short and long term 
impact  

-Most  facts show direct connection to 
immediate/short and long term impact  

-Some facts show direct 
connection to immediate/short 
and long term impact  

-Facts make few direct 
connections to immediate/short 
and long term impact  

-Facts show minimal or no direct 
connections to immediate/short and 
long term impact  

Analysis/Importanc
e in History 

-All information goes beyond facts 
-Presents a strong case for the 
topic’s historical importance 
-Shows analysis/evaluation of all 
researched information  

-Most  information goes beyond facts 
-Presents a case for the topic’s historical 
importance 
-Shows analysis/evaluation of most 
researched information 

-Some  information goes beyond 
facts 
- shows some evidence of 
historical importance 
-shows some analysis/evaluation 
of researched information 
 

-Some  information goes beyond 
facts 
- shows evidence of historical 
importance 
-shows limited 
analysis/evaluation of researched 
information-mostly just facts  

-Little or no information goes beyond 
facts 
- shows little to no evidence of 
historical importance 
-shows little to no 
analysis/evaluation of researched 
information 

Research -All sources contained high quality 
information  
-Sought out available sources 
-used several different types of 
sources (books, periodicals, 
pictures..) 

-Most  sources contained high quality 
information  
-Sought out most available sources 
-used several different types of sources 
(books, periodicals, pictures..) 

-Some sources contained high 
quality information  
-Sought out some available 
sources 
-used several different types of 
sources (books, periodicals, 
pictures..) 

-Few sources contained high 
quality information  
-Sought out few available sources 
-used few different types of 
sources (books, periodicals, 
pictures..) 

-Sources contained limited to no 
quality information  
- Did not seek out available sources 
-used little to no different types of 
sources (books, periodicals, 
pictures..) 

 
 
Sources 

 
-Project shows the creative use of a 
wide variety of primary & 
secondary sources that meet  or are 
above the required minimum. 
-all visual and written sources are 
properly credited  
 

 
-Project shows the use of a wide variety 
of primary & secondary sources that 
meet  or are above the required 
minimum. 
-all visual and written sources are 
properly credited  
 

 
-Project shows the use of primary      
& secondary sources that meet     
or are above the required     
minimum. 
-most  visual and written sources 
are properly credited  
 

 
-Project shows the use of primary 
& secondary sources that meet 
the required minimum. 
-some visual and written sources 
are properly credited  
 

 
-Project shows little or no use of 
primary & secondary sources – 
sources does not meet required 
minimum. 
-few or no visual and written sources 
are properly credited  
 

Conclusion -Project has a clearly stated 
conclusion that is thoroughly 
supported by the evidence 
(research) and supports the 

-Project has a clearly stated conclusion 
that is mostly supported by the evidence 
(research) and supports the question, 
“Why was this important?” 

-Project has a stated conclusion 
that is supported by the evidence 
(research) and supports the 
question , “Why was this 
important?” 

-Project has a  conclusion that is 
somewhat supported by the 
evidence (research)and answers 
the question, “Why was this 
important?” 

-Project lacks a conclusion that is 
supported by the evidence 
(research)and answers the question, 
“Why was this important?” 



question, “Why was this 
important?” 

 Superior            20 Excellent      18 Good    16 Satisfactory   14 Needs Improvement 12 

Appearance/ 
Presentation/ 
Organization 

-Superior stage 
presence-props/costumes are 
historically accurate;actors are 
articulate 
-script is very well organized and 
thoroughly enhances topic 
- performance is within time limit 
and is between 8-10 minutes in 
length 

-Excellent  stage 
presence-props/costumes are historically 
accurate;actors are articulate 
-script is very well organized and 
enhances topic 
- performance is within time limit and is 
between 8-10 minutes in length 

-Good  stage 
presence-props/costumes are 
historically accurate;actors are 
articulate 
-script is  organized and enhances 
topic 
- performance is within time limit 
and is between 7-10 minutes in 
length 

- stage presence-props/costumes 
are historically accurate;actors 
are mostly articulate 
-script is organized and mostly 
enhances topic 
- performance is within time limit 
and is between 7-10 minutes in 
length 

-Lacks  stage 
presence-props/costumes may not be 
historically accurate;actors are not 
always articulate 
-script is unorganized and does not 
enhance topic 
- performance is not within time limit  

 
Final Grade:_______ 
 
Comments: 

 


