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From kindergarten to high school, Hauppauge School District students are settled into their new routines and are enjoying many special 
moments. Open School Nights at Bretton Woods, Forest Brook and Pines Elementary Schools and Hauppauge Middle and High Schools 
welcomed families and shared information about the exciting educational and social happenings their children will enjoy in the upcoming 
year. The hallways are decorated with student artwork, high school students are focused on their college applications and our sports teams 
are competing on fields across Long Island. Please be sure to check the District calendar and the website frequently to stay informed 
about all that is happening in Hauppauge School District.

2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR IN FULL SWING

SPECIAL NOTICE  
TO HAUPPAUGE  
RESIDENTS
In order to quickly and efficiently commu-
nicate with community members regarding 
registered sex offenders who have recently 
moved within the Hauppauge School District 
boundaries, the District now will send notifica-
tions to the community using Email Blast and 
the District website. Community members 
will be directed to the Parents for Megan’s Law 
website and the New York State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services website for specific 
information regarding the registered offenders. 
Therefore, be sure to subscribe to the District 
Email Blast located on the home page of the 
website and also to register for automatic  
updates at www.parentsformeganslaw.org 
and http://criminaljustice.ny.gov Off to an Exceptional Start



FACILITIES UPDATE
A number of capital improvements were made to Hauppauge schools during summer 2014 – improving safety and providing  
necessary updates to our facilities. Highlights of several key capital improvement projects are summarized as follows:

 The high school roof was repaired due to damage from August’s torrential rainstorm.
 Two Science Labs and the Science Resource Room were reconstructed at the high school.
 Access-controlled security doors were installed at all elementary schools and at Whiporwil.
 Parking lots, including curbs and sidewalks, were repaired and repaved.
 Inefficient, 51-year-old windows were replaced on the front two wings of Whiporwil.
 The unit ventilators and adjoining casework were replaced at Forest Brook and Pines Elementary Schools.
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Superintendent’s Conference Day
While students were enjoying the waning days of summer vacation, 
Hauppauge School District teachers were learning about new and  
creative ways to enhance and improve their instructional practices  
during Superintendent’s Conference Day.

The day kicked off with staff greetings from Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum, Instruction and Technology Glen Eschbach; Hauppauge 
Administrator’s Association President Doreen Gordon; Hauppauge 
Teachers Association President Anthony Gibson; and culminated with 
Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss’ address that empha-
sized the importance of good teaching and the positive results it has on 
student achievement. Ms. Kriss described four key beliefs to focus the 
work of the professional staff.

1. The need to develop knowledge and understanding of Common Core 
Learning Standards (CCLS) and to align them in daily lesson plans.

2. The creation of engaging lessons that utilize available technology to 
promote student engagement.

3. Alignment of classroom assessments to CCLS, which will provide 
the best opportunity for students to be successful. Creating formative 
assessments that mirror the Common Core assessments and summative 

Superintendent’s Message

Dear Parents and Community Residents,

The 2014-2015 school year is off to an exceptional start. From the introduction of our NAO robots Stella, Tennessee and Williams 
in 6th grade wheel classes; to the announcement that Hauppauge School District (HSD) is the proud home to three 2015 National 
Merit Scholarship Semifinalists, six National Merit Commended students and one National Achievement Program Outstanding 
Participant; to student athletic achievements in fall sports and beyond; our students have hit the ground running!

As Superintendent of Schools, it is with a heavy heart that I extend the heartfelt condolences of the entire Hauppauge School 
District to the family of Thomas Cutinella, the Shoreham-Wading River football player who tragically passed away after an on-field 
football injury, as well as to the entire Shoreham-Wading River community. The sobering reality of a promising young life cut 
short deeply resonates with every Hauppauge student, parent, administrator, teacher and board member.

This accident clearly has sparked interest in the topic of safety guidelines for sports and how they are regulated. New York State 
takes extensive precautions in making our student athletes safe as outlined in the New York State Public High Schools Athletic Associ-
ation’s Handbook (NYSPHSAA). Hauppauge School District goes above and beyond the safety measures detailed in the Handbook.

Our safety measures include but are not limited to:

 Physicians present at all varsity football games.

 An ambulance present at all varsity football games.

 A certified athletic trainer is on staff at the high school on a daily basis and attends all contact sporting events.

 All coaches are certified in First Aid, CPR and AED as well as in the administration of EpiPens.

 All coaches are trained in recognizing the signs and symptoms of a concussion via the NFHS Concussion Management program 
or the CDC.

 Student athletes in contact sports are baseline tested utilizing the ImPACT Testing program for concussion as part of Concussion 
Management Protocol.

 Professional development is offered in the area of treatment and prevention of injury.

 Hauppauge schools have placed 27 AEDs throughout our buildings and on our grounds.

 All football helmets are recertified on a yearly basis (by an approved provider) to meet National Operating Committee on  
Standards for Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE) safety standards.

 All equipment meets the standards set forth by the governing body of each individual sport.

Whether it is on the football field or in any of our school buildings, the safety of your children is of paramount importance to 
every member of the Hauppauge School District community. It is our first and foremost responsibility.

Cordially,

Patricia Sullivan-Kriss 
Superintendent of Schools



THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR IN FULL SWING

Superintendent’s Conference Day
While students were enjoying the waning days of summer vacation, 
Hauppauge School District teachers were learning about new and  
creative ways to enhance and improve their instructional practices  
during Superintendent’s Conference Day.

The day kicked off with staff greetings from Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum, Instruction and Technology Glen Eschbach; Hauppauge 
Administrator’s Association President Doreen Gordon; Hauppauge 
Teachers Association President Anthony Gibson; and culminated with 
Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss’ address that empha-
sized the importance of good teaching and the positive results it has on 
student achievement. Ms. Kriss described four key beliefs to focus the 
work of the professional staff.

1. The need to develop knowledge and understanding of Common Core 
Learning Standards (CCLS) and to align them in daily lesson plans.

2. The creation of engaging lessons that utilize available technology to 
promote student engagement.

3. Alignment of classroom assessments to CCLS, which will provide 
the best opportunity for students to be successful. Creating formative 
assessments that mirror the Common Core assessments and summative 

assessments that include the highest levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy  
(a way of distinguishing the fundamental questions within the  
education system).

4. The commitment to professional development. The District provides 
teachers with numerous opportunities to hone their craft and stresses 
the importance of taking advantage of these opportunities.

“Everyone should strive each day to become a more skilled teacher.  
This is essential to the work we do with Hauppauge’s students,”  
stated Ms. Kriss. “The constant in education is the teacher. That is  
what matters most. Student success is dictated by the teachers who  
touch a student’s life and the quality of the instruction that he/she  
receives,” Ms. Kriss said.

The remainder of the day focused on providing teachers with  
workshops focused on these goals, including:
 Website Design
 Social Emotional Literacy
 Discovery Education

“Teachers and administrators enjoyed a highly productive day and  
left feeling prepared to greet their eager students for the 2014-2015 
academic year,” stated Mr. Eschbach.

Homecoming 2014
Hauppauge School District’s spirits soared despite the inclement  
weather conditions during the annual Homecoming festivities. Students, 
staff, parents and community members dismissed the rain and embraced  
this time-honored tradition that concluded with a thrilling Eagles’ victory.

Hauppauge’s firefighters led the annual parade escorted by bagpipes and 
a fine fleet of fire trucks. Hauppauge High School’s Marching Band and 
Varsity Kickline provided a festive array of music and smiles for dedicated 
parade-watchers. Mr. and Miss Hauppauge – Jimmy Bie and Jennifer  
Hug – and their court rode in style along the parade route. Mr. and Miss 
Hauppauge were chosen not only for their school spirit but also for their 
contributions to the larger Hauppauge community.

A formal dedication of  
the Hauppauge athletic 
field was presented to  
former Hauppauge  
Teacher and Coach  
Robert Druckenmiller. 
A sign named for Coach 
Druckenmiller was  
unveiled prior to the 
start of the Homecoming 
game.

Homecoming is also a 
day set aside to honor 
the newest inductees to 
Hauppauge’s Athletic  
Hall of Fame. These  
former athletes and 
coaches were recognized 
for their high level of 
athleticism, character  
and accomplishments.

Meet the Teachers
The Hauppauge School District is pleased to welcome 
Joseph C. Tasman as Assistant Superintendent for 
Personnel and Administration; Laura Stiegelmaier as 
Director of Fine and Performing Arts; Daniel Butler 
as Director of Physical Education, Athletics, Health, 
Recreation and Family & Consumer Science; as well as 
13 new teachers.

The educators attended a New Teacher Orientation 
program where they were warmly greeted by  
Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss,  
Assistant Superintendents James Stucchio, Glen  
Eschbach, Joseph Tasman and other Hauppauge School 
District colleagues. The teachers additionally received 
instruction in district-wide programs, procedures, goals, 
resources, technology and more. Please join us in welcoming  
the following new members of the Hauppauge School District 
community:

Joseph C. Tasman, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel  
and Administration
Laura Stiegelmaier, Director of Fine and Performing Arts
Daniel Butler, Director of Physical Education, Athletics, Health, 
Recreation and Family & Consumer Science
Susan Cappellini, Elementary
Michael Capasso, Special Education

Julie Grodinsky, ESL
Megan Champlin, Music
Samuel Plotkin, English
Kathryn Villecco, Reading
Kaitlin O’Connor, Reading
Jennifer Campagnoli, Second Language
Joel Sidwell, Second Language
Erin Mich-Gennari, Second Language
Andrew Monsen, Music
Christina Clarke, Social Studies
Stacey Louis, Special Education
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workshops focused on these goals, including:
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 Discovery Education

“Teachers and administrators enjoyed a highly productive day and  
left feeling prepared to greet their eager students for the 2014-2015 
academic year,” stated Mr. Eschbach.
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Hauppauge School District’s spirits soared despite the inclement  
weather conditions during the annual Homecoming festivities. Students, 
staff, parents and community members dismissed the rain and embraced  
this time-honored tradition that concluded with a thrilling Eagles’ victory.

Hauppauge’s firefighters led the annual parade escorted by bagpipes and 
a fine fleet of fire trucks. Hauppauge High School’s Marching Band and 
Varsity Kickline provided a festive array of music and smiles for dedicated 
parade-watchers. Mr. and Miss Hauppauge – Jimmy Bie and Jennifer  
Hug – and their court rode in style along the parade route. Mr. and Miss 
Hauppauge were chosen not only for their school spirit but also for their 
contributions to the larger Hauppauge community.

A formal dedication of  
the Hauppauge athletic 
field was presented to  
former Hauppauge  
Teacher and Coach  
Robert Druckenmiller. 
A sign named for Coach 
Druckenmiller was  
unveiled prior to the 
start of the Homecoming 
game.

Homecoming is also a 
day set aside to honor 
the newest inductees to 
Hauppauge’s Athletic  
Hall of Fame. These  
former athletes and 
coaches were recognized 
for their high level of 
athleticism, character  
and accomplishments.

Board of Education 
members and admin-
istrators inspected all 
Hauppauge School 
District buildings 
and certified that 
they were ready for 
students and staff.

Message from David Barshay

On behalf of the Board of Education I would like to thank our 
community, administrators, teachers, parents and students for 
their strong support and partnership with the Hauppauge School 
District.

I know we all face myriad challenges in today’s educational world 
and I have every confidence that, working together, we will conquer 
those challenges with integrity and professionalism. We are  
fortunate to live in a wonderful community united in the effort  
to provide our students with an exceptional education.

As the 2014-2015 academic year continues to unfold, I invite you 
to attend our Board of Education meetings. We have modified our 
meeting format this year to alternating Business and Community 
Meetings, to maximize efficiency and to increase community  
participation. Please check our District calendar or website for 
Board meeting dates.

The Board values your input as we strive to provide our students 
with a meaningful educational experience that prepares them for 
college and careers, as well as how to be compassionate and  
responsible citizens.

Respectfully,

David M. Barshay, Esquire 
President, Hauppauge School District Board of Education 

Community University
The Hauppauge School District – in our effort to educate our 
community about the social, emotional and technological issues 
facing our youth today – is proud to present our topic-based series of 
“Community University” workshops for parents.

During the 2013-2014 school year, a group of educators and parents 
explored Social Emotional Literacy (SEL) programs provided to our 
students in grades K-12. Realizing that SEL programs and initiatives 
do not begin or end at the school door, the District has designed 
workshops to support parents in addressing some of these issues in 
our children’s lives. The following programs will be held at 7:00 p.m.:
 Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction, Nov. 6, 2014, high school
 Social Media: Uses and Abuses, Jan. 22, 2015, high school
 Anxious Kids, Anxious Parents, March 5, 2015, middle school
 Raising the Millennial Child, May 14, 2015, high school

We hope that you will join us for these presentations, as we know 
that the home/school connection is vital in raising young people who 
are well-adjusted, resilient and productive citizens.Ph
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BROADWAY/THEATRE PROS TO JOIN WITH HAUPPAUGE STUDENTS  
AS VOICES OF SOCIAL CHANGE
Broadway Producer Tom Kirdahy, Broadway Director Sheryl Kaller and Playwright Dominique Morisseau are among the  
professionals who will join with Hauppauge High School’s theatre students on their mission to use their creative talents to  
become voices of social change at the Tilles Center for the Performing Arts on November 21, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

In 2012, the students in Hauppauge Theatre Teacher Ruthie Pincus’ Advanced Acting Ensemble Class banded together to write and 
perform the “Anti-Bully Project” for Hauppauge Middle School and others. The vignettes captured the attention of the Council for 
Prejudice Reduction, Tilles Center, RFK Foundation, among others, and led to the inaugural “Stage the Change” Conference in 2013.

The 2nd Annual “Stage the Change” Conference will investigate methods for teaching students to become global citizens through  
creativity and performance. This day of learning, collaborating and inspiring is open to all Long Island high school and college  
theatre students, educators, guidance counselors, social awareness clubs, youth groups, parents and community members.  
“The success of last year’s ‘Stage the Change’ has shown us that this full-day event is an opportunity to engage young people and  
to inspire them to become voices of change,” described Ms. Pincus. “Bringing kindness and dignity to the forefront through theatre 
empowers students to make a difference in their own schools, communities and their world.”

To register for “Stage the Change, Theatre as a Social Voice,” visit www.stagethechange.org or contact Ruthie Pincus at  
rpincus@stagethechange.org or call 516-375-3532. Tickets are $25 for adults and $5 for students. The Conference is  
Common Core and APPR compliant and aligns with the Dignity for All Students Act (DASA).

Hauppauge Middle School has introduced three NAO robots  
to enhance our technology education and to help engage  
6th graders in STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) subjects. The NAO robots are two-foot tall, 
voice-activated robots with cameras 
for facial and object recognition, 
microphones for voice commands, 
voice synthesizers so they can “talk” 
and two high-fidelity speakers.

Using a program called  
Choregraphe, the students are 
learning how to “teach” the robots 
– named Stella, Tennessee and 
Williams by the students – to 
converse, walk in a path, recognize 
objects and much more. “The 6th 
graders are using their Common 
Core mathematics skills to design 
programs that incorporate the use 
of Timeline, which is a tool they 
use in Choregraphe,” described 
Mathematics Teacher Amy Thompson. “The students  
are rapidly becoming knowledgeable about how to create  
documents and share them with me and their classmates as  
well as how to upload designs from Choregraphe to run on the 

NAO robots.” These activities promote collaboration among 
all the children as they learn by doing. “Working together 
to create and problem-solve, the students develop successful 
designs that implement the skills they are being taught,” said 

Ms. Thompson. “If their designs fail 
(as they often do on the first try), 
the students go back to the group 
and make modifications until they 
create a successful program. They are 
learning to be innovative, creative, 
and most importantly, to be life-long 
learners.”

In addition to robotics, this is an 
all-digital class. The 6th graders are 
learning how to use Google Drive  
to receive teacher notifications,  
Do Nows and Study Guides all in 
Google. “They even take their  
quizzes on Google that I have  
created for them on Google forms,” 
described Ms. Thompson. “All  

of these initiatives are helping students build important  
technological and problem-solving skills, while simultaneously 
promoting collaboration, communication and out-of-the box 
thinking to achieve real-world solutions.”

Hauppauge Middle School Rolls Out NAO Robots  
to Engage Students in STEM Curriculum

HAUPPAUGE STUDENTS NAMED SEMIFINALISTS IN 2015 NATIONAL  
MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Hauppauge School District is pleased to announce that  
high school seniors Matthew Fortmeyer, Stephen Kim  
and Daniel Nasta have been named Semifinalists in  
the 60th Annual National Merit Scholarship Program.  
These academically talented students will now have an 
opportunity to continue in the competition to qualify  
for some 7,600 National Merit Scholarships worth about 
$33 million that will be offered in spring 2015.

Jonathan Castro, Luke Farrell, Sricharan Gumudavelli, 
Emily Linko, Nadia Moumine and Leland Reisfield were 
recognized as Commended Students in the 2015 National 
Merit Scholarship Program. Edwin McCray also was  
recognized as a 2015 National Achievement Program  
Outstanding Participant.

“The Hauppauge School District community is honored to congratulate our National  
Merit Semifinalists, Commended Students and National Achievement Program Outstanding 
Participant for their outstanding achievements,” stated Hauppauge High School Principal  
Christine O’Connor.



DATES TO REMEMBER

October 30 Tri-M Music Honor Society Induction and Recital
October 31 Bretton Woods, Forest Brook and Pines Halloween Parades
November 6 Community University – Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction
November 10 Early Dismissal Drill, All Schools Dismiss 15 Minutes Early
November 11 Veterans Day, Schools Closed
November 18 Board of Education Meeting
November 21 Stage the Change at the Tilles Center
November 27-28 Thanksgiving Recess, Schools Closed
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