
Aim: What are the basic 

elements of the Constitution? 

 

Do Now:  

 “Democracy is a process.”  

 What does this statement mean to 

you? 



I. The Enlightenment 

A. John Locke- Second Treatise on Civil 
Government - Life, Liberty, Property 

B. Montesquieu- De L’ Esprit des Lois - 
Separation of powers 

C. Voltaire- Candide, Free Speech 
1. “I may disagree with what you say, but I will defend to 

the death your right to say it” 

D. Rousseau- public elections, “Social Contract” 

E. Hobbes – Leviathan – The best way to protect 
life is to give total power to an absolute 
monarch 





II. Early Documents that Influenced 

the Constitution 
A. Magna Carta 1215 

B. English Bill of Rights  

C. Mayflower Compact 

D. Declaration of Independence 

E. Articles of Confederation  
1. Central govt. not strong enough 

2. too much power to states 

3. Central govt. could not raise an army 

4. No power of taxation – depended on states 

5. Could not pay off Revolutionary War debts 

6. No control over interstate trade 

7. No Supreme Court 

8. No chief executive 

9. No national currency 

10. Some good points: established method by which states could 
enter Union, established principle of Federalism, negotiated 
Treaty of Paris 



III. The Constitution  

A. Popular Sovereignty 

B. Federalism – Division of power between states 

and national govt. 

1. Delegated powers-held by federal govt. 

2. Reserved Powers-held by states only 

3. Concurrent powers-held by both states and federal 

govt. 

C. Separation of powers 

1. Legislative Branch-Makes the laws  

2. Executive Branch-Enforces the laws  

3. Judicial Branch-interprets the laws 

 

 



D. Checks and Balances – No one branch may 
become too powerful 

1. examples: Veto power, judicial review 

E. “A Bundle of Compromises”: 

 1. Representation in Congress 

  a. Virginia (large state) Plan – 
 Representation based on population 

  b. New Jersey (small state) Plan – 
 Representation based on equal votes 

  c. Connecticut (Great) Compromise – 
 Bicameral Legislature  (Two Houses) –  
 Senate has equal votes, House of 
 Representatives is based on population 

 



2. Slavery:  

 1. South wanted slaves counted toward 

representation 

 2. North did not (they are considered 

property and have no rights) 

 3. 3/5 Compromise: Slaves are counted as 

3/5 of a person 

 4. Importation of slaves to end in 1808 



F. Amendment process 

1. Constitution is called a “Living Document”- it 

can change over time to meet the changing 

needs of society 

2. Important Amendments protect civil liberties 

and improve the workings of govt. 

 



F. Bill of Rights and rights of citizens 

1. Rights of the accused protected, civil 

liberties protected 

2. No ex post facto laws- cannot be prosecuted 

for a crime that was not a crime at the time it 

was committed 

3. no suspension of habeas corpus-accused is 

formally charged with a crime, cannot be 

held in prison indefinitely 

4. no bills of attainder- law that convicts people 

of a crime without a trial 

 



Questions for Discussion: 

 

• How does The Constitution protect the 
rights of the minority? 

• How does The Constitution create a 
government whose powers are limited? 

• To what extent were the founding fathers 
committed to life, liberty, and happiness 
for all people? Did The Constitution as it 
was first written protect the rights of all 
people? Explain. 

 


