
Fever 1793 - Chapters 11-20 Review Game (Teacher Notes) 
 

1. “Grandfather chuckled. The laughter caught in his throat and made him cough. 
I watched with alarm as his face reddened. I pounded his back until he raised 
his arm in protest.” 

 
Foreshadowing -  This passage foreshadows Grandfather’s illness. What are some of 
the other signs of yellow fever? Vomiting blood, diarrhea, aches, yellow skin and eyes, 
bleeding from nose and gums 
 
 
2. “They aren’t my family,” the farmer said as he motioned for his wife to climb 
aboard. “They only rode in back the last mile or so. They was walking and we 
picked them up.” (page 83) 
 
Theme: This passage is an example of “difficult times bringing out the worst in people”. 
How is this an example of “the worst”? The farmer is trying to protect his family, but in 
doing so he abandons Mattie and her grandfather. This is really an example of “every 
man for himself.” 
 
 
3. “I waited for his advice. It did not come. That scared me more than anything. He 
was waiting for me to decide what to do.  

“We’ll move camp tomorrow,” I finally said.’ 
He nodded. “Whatever you say, Captain.” 

 
Characterization: This passage is an example of Mattie getting more responsibility. 
Here Grandfather is putting his trust in her by calling her “Captain”. Explain the 
connection between this and the earlier comparison Mattie made between her mother 
and a captain. Earlier in the novel, Mattie said her mother was a tired, bitter captain who 
she had to obey. Now, Mattie is the captain of her own ship making big decisions on her 
own.  
 

4. “I’ve got to take the bodies to the pit before I’ll get my soup. If she’s dead 
hand her over. I’m hungry.” (page 96) 
 

Theme: This passage is an example of difficult times bringing out the worst in people.  



How does this show the worst in a person? People in Philadelphia are becoming 
desensitized to death as the number of fever victims increases. The dead are not 
treated with respect and this is another example of the “every man for himself” attitude. 

 
5.  “You’ll hear folks say that Dr. Rush is a hero for saving folks with his purges 
and blood letting. But I’ve seen different. It’s these French doctors here that know 
how to cure the fever. I don’t care if Dr. Rush did sign the Declaration of 
Independence. I wouldn’t let him and his knives near me.” (page 103) 
 
Historical Fiction Genre: How does this passage illustrate a real-life conflict? 
This passage emphasizes the conflict between the different treatments for yellow fever. 
French doctors took a gentler approach to treating patients, while Dr. Rush and some 
other American doctors who supported him practiced dangerous treatments like 
bloodletting. 
 
 
6. They told of the mighty who had fallen ill: Secretary of the Treasury Alexander 
Hamilton and Dr. Rush himself. Both had recovered, though Dr. Rush’s sister 
died. Hamilton fled the city.” (page 106) 
 
Historical Fiction Genre: Why does the author refer to these “real life” people in the 
novel? By including figures from history, the story feels more realistic and helps readers 
make connections between the fiction and nonfiction aspects of the novel. In addition, 
this passage helps readers see that no one was safe from yellow fever.  
 
 
7.  “These are trying times. They seem to bring out the best and worst in people 
around us.” (page 114) 
 
Theme: This passage is an example of a theme of the novel. Explain what this means 
and give an example. When faced with troubles and adversity, people often rise to the 
challenge and show how strong they can be. In some cases, people can act selfishly 
out of fear. For example, Mattie shows her strength by caring for her grandfather, 
defending the coffeehouse when the intruders attack her and giving her grandfather a 
proper burial. We also see these difficult times bringing out the worst in people like the 
robbers and others who have resorted to criminal activity. 
 
 



8.  “The streets of Philadelphia are more dangerous than your darkest nightmare. 
Fever victims lay in the gutters, thieves and wild men lurk on every corner. The 
markets have little food. You can’t wander. If you are determined to return home 
with your grandfather, then you must stay there until the fever abates.” (page 116) 
 
Foreshadowing: This passage is an example of foreshadowing. What does this 
foreshadow about Mattie and her grandfather’s return to Philadelphia? This passage 
foreshadows the trouble Mattie and her grandfather face when they get back to the 
coffeehouse. It had been ransacked while they were gone, and then a second time 
while Mattie slept.  
 
9. “Heat from the brick houses filled the streets like a bake oven. Clouds shielded 
the sun, colors were overshot with gray. No one was about; businesses were 
closed and houses were shuttered.” (page 118) 
 
Simile: How does the description of the setting in this passage contrast with the 
description on page 27? The city has turned to a ghost town. The description on page 
27 is of a city full of life and activity. That has changed drastically in just one month. 
 
 
10. “Mother’s shift and blue-and-white striped overskirt fit better than I had 
imagined. They were made of cotton, spun fine and tightly woven, and felt as light 
as silk after wearing my dirt-encrusted homespun for so long. I twirled around the 
room, ready for a ball, curtysing to the east corner, and then the west. This would 
suit me fine.” (page 132) 
 
Characterization: Mattie is not only becoming more independent and mature on the 
inside, but she is also showing signs of maturing on the outside. Explain why this 
passage shows that. Not only is she making mature decisions and finding her 
independence, but she is now taking on her mother’s physical appearance as well by 
wearing her clothing. She is becoming more and more like her mother.  
 
11.  “Silas jumped on the table and lapped the water in my mug. 
‘Oh, no you don’t,’ I said as I lifted Silas off the table. ‘We still have rules, even if 
Mother isn’t here to enforce them. Cats eat on the floor.’ I poured a bit of water 
into what was left of a bowl for him.” (page 128) 
 
Characterization:In this passage, Mattie is showing signs of maturity. Explain what 
they are. She is still upholding her mother’s rules  



 
 
12. “I’m sorry Mattie,” he panted. “I’m leaving you alone.” I shook my head 
mutely. No. No. This would not happen. No. Please God. Anything but this.” 
(pages 146-147) 
 
Climax: This is the climax of the novel. Why? 
Mattie can no longer rely on anyone. She is truly alone. This is a turning point for 
her. 
 
 
13. “The first tear gave way to another, and then another. I passed the night 
kneeling by the side of the finest man I had ever known, praying that the morning 
would not come.” (page 149) 
 
Climax: This is the climax of the novel. Why? 
Mattie can no longer rely on anyone. She is truly alone. This is a turning point for her. 
She is dreading the morning because that means that she will have to begin the next 
chapter of her life. This is something she doesn’t want to face. 
 
 
14. “Why couldn’t I have acted strong and calm like Eliza instead of blubbering 
like a baby? I disgusted Mother. She knew I was weak. I bet she wanted sons. 
Instead, she got a backward, lazy girl child.” (page 89) 
 
Characterization: In this passage, Mattie’s self confidence is fading. How does this 
help us understand her character better? 
She is doubting her ability to handle things without an adult. She wanted this 
independence, but not in this way. These are all of the things she fears her mother 
would say if she were there. 


