
       

Recite a Poem Assignment 
 Memorize your poem(s) (70 %) 

 Tone, Expression, Pacing, and Clarity. (10%) 

 Hand in a brief interpretation of the poem.(10%) 

 Hand in a copy of your poem. (10%) 

 

                                                                   Students will begin reciting their poems on _______.   

Category A:  

 
“If” – Rudyard Kipling (32) 

“Annabel Lee” –Edgar Allen Poe (41) 

“When the Frost is on the Pumpkin” –James Whitcomb Riley (32) 

“The Tyger” –William Blake (24) 

“Miracles” –Walt Whitman (40) 

 “Dulce et Decorum Est” –Wilfred Owen (28) 

 “O Captain, My Captain” –Walt Whitman (24) 

“Seven Ages of Man” –William Shakespeare (27) 

 “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” –William Wordsworth (24) 

“Because I Could Not Stop for Death” –Emily Dickinson (24) 

“The Good Morrow” John Donne (21) 

“Do not Go Gentle into that Good Night”-Dylan Thomas (19) 

 “Helena’s Soliloquy” in A Midsummer Night’s Dream (26) 

“Gettysburg Address” – Abraham Lincoln 

“Jabberwocky” –Lewis Carroll (28) 

 

Category B:   

 

“Ozymandias” –Percy B. Shelly (14) 

“Funeral Blues” W.H. Auden (16) 

“She Walks in Beauty” –“Lord Byron (18) 

“I Heard a Fly Buzz When I Died” –Emily Dickinson (16) 

 “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” –Robert Frost (16) 

“Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?” –William Shakespeare (14) 

 “Death, Be Not Proud” –John Donne (14) 

“The Road Not Taken” –Robert Frost (20) 

 “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”-William Butler Yeats (12) 

 “Those Winter Sundays” –Robert Hayden (14) 

“How Do I Love Thee? -Elizabeth Barrett Browning (14) 

 “Fast Rode the Knight” -Stephen Crane (15) 

 “The Courage that my Mother Had” –Edna St. Vincent Millay (12) 

  “in Just-“ –E.E. Cummings (24) 

  “My Papa’s Waltz”- Theodore Roethke (16) 

  “Personal Letter No. 3” –Sonya Sanchez (19) 

  Puck’s Final Monologue in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 

Category C:  
“Trees” –Joyce Kilmer (12) 

“Metaphors” -Sylvia Plath (9) 

 “Dream Deferred” –Langston Hughes (11) 

“I’m Nobody”- Emily Dickinson (8) 

 “Nothing Gold Can Stay”- Robert Frost (8)  

 “The Pasture” –Robert Frost (8) 

 “An Evening” –Gwendolyn Brooks  (8) 

 The Preamble to the Constitution  

“Fire and Ice”- Robert Frost (9) 

“Death of the Ball Turret Gunner (5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Grade Chart 

This chart shows the ways that you can go about earning your grade.  The levels of difficulty vary, with “A” poems 

being the most challenging and “C” poems being the least challenging.   

 

100 95 90 85 80 
 

   1 poem from  A                

_______________ 

   1 poem from  B 

          and  

   1 poem from C 

_______________ 

 5 from C 

  

 

1 poem from B 

_______________ 

4 from C 

_______________ 

 

 

3 poems from C 

 

 

2 poems from C 

 

1 poem from C 

 

 

 

Rubric The poems that you choose determine the maximum grade you can receive. These are the other things I’ll be 

looking at.         
Accuracy 

(70%)  

No Mistakes Very Few 

Mistakes 

Several Mistakes Many Mistakes 

Tone, 

Expression, 

Pacing, and 

Clarity (10%) 

Clear and audible 

with excellent 

enunciation. The 

speaker shows a 

strong command of 

pacing and meter.  

All words are 

pronounced correctly.  

Dialect and proper 

tone are expressed. 

Mostly clear and 

audible with good 

enunciation.  The 

speaker shows a good 

command of pacing 

and meter.  Most 

words are 

pronounced correctly.  

Speaker may, 

however, sound 

monotone. 

Several instances 

where it is difficult to 

hear/understand the 

speaker.  The speaker 

shows an adequate 

command of pacing 

and meter but may 

tend to rush.  The 

speaker sounds 

monotone. 

It is often difficult to 

hear/understand the 

speaker.  The speaker 

tends to mumble or 

rush the poem. The 

speaker does not 

express tone and 

sounds very 

monotonous.    

Interpretation 

(10%) 

Speaker shows a deep 

understanding of the 

poem on a literal and 

figurative level.  The 

speaker 

communicates the 

poet’s message to the 

audience.  

Speaker shows an 

understanding of the 

poem on a literal 

level.  The speaker 

communicates the 

poet’s message to the 

audience.  

Speaker shows an 

understanding of the 

poem on a literal level 

but with several 

inaccuracies.   

The speaker shows a 

very weak 

understanding of the 

poem.   

Copy of Poem 

(10%) 

The speaker handed 

in a copy of the 

poem(s) that s/he 

recited.    

Speaker handed in a 

copy of the poem(s) 

that s/he recited, but 

it was late. 

Speaker did not hand 

in a copy of his or her 

poem(s).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


